
R A I N B O W  P O W E R S

E d u c a t i o n a l  &  H e a l i n g  C e n t e r

D ecem ber 27,1992

Ms. W ilm a M ankiller 
Principal C hief 
Cherokee N ation o f  O klahom a 
Tahlequah, O klahom a 74465

D ear W ilm a:
Enclosed you will find literature w hich quotes you speaking about H arley Sw iftD eer Reagan. The one 
is a copy o f  an article prin ted  in the "Lakota Tim es" w hich I am  sure you are fam iliar with. Both sheets 
were handed out at a dem onstration w hich A.I.M . held on D ecem ber 20,1992 protesting a closing sweat 
lodge cerem ony led by one o f our qualified Roadpersons.

In recent years, m edia coverage o f  Sw iftD eer's w ork has m istakenly nam ed him  as a Cherokee M edi
cine M an or Sham an. W e apologize for any distress or concern this m ay have caused you and the 
Cherokee Nation. Sw iftD eer is proud o f  his heritage and especially  appreciative o f all he received from  
his grandm other, Spotted Fawn.

Though bom  o f Cherokee and Irish blood, he does not claim  to be a C herokee M edicine M an. Allow 
m e to clarify  his lineage.

Sw iftD eer was apprenticed to T om  W ilson, N avajo M edicine M an; H eyem ohst Storm , Cheyene Crow; 
Tom  Y ellow tail, Crow, H ead o f the Sw eet M edicine SunD ance D ream ers Sundance o f  Turtle Island; 
N agual Julien, N agual o f the T w isted Hairs M etis M edicine Societies Council o f  Elders; Gus 
G reyM ountain, N avajo, Cerem onial C hief o f the Council. Sw iftD eer is the M edicine C hief o f the D eer 
Tribe and speaks as the m ajor Shield Carrier o f the Tw isted Hairs. H e is seated as a H eyoehkah W ar 
C hief on the Council. H e learned his m edicine from  Johnie M ae Baker, Spotted Faw n (Role #  1595). 
A lthough he speaks only broken Cherokee and N avajo, he is fluent in the sacred high m edicine language 
o f  the Cherokee.

Sw iftD eer is a m em ber o f  the B lack Leggings G ourd D ancers o f the T w isted H airs. H e has been adopted 
by the follow ing tribes: N avajo, Cheyene, A pache, Crow, Arapaho. D ianne N ightbird  and Sw iftD eer 
w ere w edded-bonded in a full N avajo C erem ony by Tom  W ilson on the N avajo Reservation. Both the 
M atriarchal and Patriarchal Clans w ere present.


