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ma-nifeste<l themselves for many years. Of all countries,· perhaps the
Unlte<l Stutes is in the best position to recxamine its constitntional
system with a view to fin<ling out what can be <lone by quiet, nOl'mal
means to obtain better results, It would be well if some bo<ly of public
spirited citizens shoul<l undertake this tusk, for there Is no Indication
of its being assumed by those to whom it is naturally intruste<l-the
legislu tors an<l public mcn of thc <lay.

~']le editorial just read was mitten by one of the best think
ers in America. Mr. Henry Parl,er Willis reflects that we
are not hopelessly lost and suggests tbtJ.t a-
body of IHlulic-spirite<l citizens slloul<l undcrtakc the task

Of-
fiodin~ out what can be done by quict, normal means to obtain better
results,

During the past few months and at this time, it appeal'S to
be o]Jen season for criticizing the Government, which means
criticism of the American people themselves.

Within the last few weeks the distinguished parlialllcntllr;y
authority, the gentleman from Massachusetts flUr. LUCE]. in
an interview, reported by Will P, Kennedy, gave expression to
the following sentiments, opinions, anll conclusions:

ThIs coon try must u~gin seriously to cllmmcncc making changes in
it.s system of reprcsentatlve government,

• • • • •
Again:
~I~here prObably has nevcr been II Hrne whcn the legislath-e urancJl

f)( Govcrnmcnt, hoth national ami Stale, Ila~ been held io such low
esteem as it is to-day,

And ag·ain: _

The trcnd aUI'("1d towar,1 absolutism and <lictntorship Is highly gig
.ifieant an<l cven mor;, so is tbe cry for single leadership.

Om di~tiTlgui;;hE'd colleague, ufter cataloguing the parliamen
tary failuros in Europe, after admittiI!g the depths of low
esteem in which Cong-res::; has fallen, ghes his explanation of
the causes of parliamentary decadence as follows:
, tt may be thcn that the llasic causc for tllc present <lisfavor in
which repres,~ntatjve asscmhlles arc held is really to be OllU<l io tbcir
inuuilily to cope with prcSelit-day conditions, •

Can it lIe true that even some of the trusted representatives
of the people are coming to doubt their own abilit.y to plat the
chart, to man the snip, and to guide it s:fely around tlle rocks
and through the breakers to safety?

1\'11'. Chairman, are the people being asked "fo consider the
problems and decide the issues, or are the~' already being pre-
pared for what is to come'? •

Perhaps the station whleh I occupy in this Chamber does not
warrant rue in making these observations, As time goes-I
bn ve been here for but a moment. I come from the plains and
]Jrfliries of the WesL I do not have the honor of representing
soil caned frOID the original Colonies and populated by de
scendants of the hero~s of the ReVOlution-yet I do represent
here a district of American soil populated by originul Ameri
cans and hardy pioneers as patriotk: as any in the lauo..
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