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To-day half of the oldest pations of Kurope are in the grasp of
dictators.

Mr. Beck said: “At no time within the memory of living man has
Lincoln's ideal of a ‘government of and by and for the pecople’
been miore openly denied and flouted.”

High officials realize the danger confronting the people and
the Govermment.

Secretary Hoover, in addressing the thirty-seventh annual
convention of the National Association of Railroad and Public
- Utilities Commissioners, condemned * centralized bureaucracy,”
and is reported to have said:

Our Government wag devised in spirit to sustain a dnal purpose—to
proteet our people among nations by a great national power, and to
preserve individual freedom by locul self-government.

Mr. Hoover warned against the evils of too much govern-
ment in Washington and gave voice to a fear that our present
system of government-—State and Federal-—can not survive if
the States continue to shift their responsibility to the IFederal
Government.

Jommenting on this speech, the Washington Post said edi-
torially :

Secretary Floover has sounded a clarion note of warning., Unlesy
this tendency ceases, State sovereignty, State rights, and State re-
sponsibility in the administration of local affairs mwust eventually dis-
appear, The dual form of government founded by the fathers must
be maintained. It is time for the American people to ponder seriously
on this subject and bring both State and Federal Governments back te
the system that best suits a people enjoying lecal self-government.

On May 30, 1925, President Coolidge, standing in the Memo-
rial Amphitheater at Arlington in the presence of the unknown
soldier and thonsands of patriotic Americans, living and dead,
joined in this warning to the country:

We shall not correct admitted and grave defects—

Said the President—
it we hesitate fo recognize them, We must be frank with ourselves,
We ouglit to be our own barshest eritics.

* » * * Ed * *
What America needs is to hold to its ancient and well-charted course.
Our country was concelved in the theory of local self-govermment.

It has been dedicated by long practice to that wise and beneficent
policy. It is tbe Tfoundation principle of our system of liberty. It
makes the largest promise to the freedem and development of the indi-
vidual. Tts preservation is worth nall the effort and all the sacrifice
that it may last. It can uot be denied that the present tendency is
not in harmony with this spirit.

In that solemn address the President forecast in the follow-
ing words the future of America unless the present trend of
government is changed:

It we can not govern ourselves—
Says President Coolidge

il we can not observe the law, nothing remains but to have some one
else govern us, to have the law enforced against us, and (o step down
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