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CHERGREES SEES GANS ™
I COVERINENT SUTS

" Progress Reported at Conference
Of ILeaders Here and Instruc-
tions Are Elaborated

t
|

ORDER MONTHLY REPORTS|

Prralipitnary - work in the proseci-
tlan of the huge ¢laims of the Cherp- l, J
Yea tribe against the Unitea Staltes)
government under the Jupisdietinual |
Dill d4s progressing rapldly, apcording L.
to the report of tribal atlorneys yead
10 wietibers of the Cherpkee reprosei-

~ tative cormittee at @ meeting heve |
yesterday. !
Clalptaan Levi Gritts read 2 tele-

Frank J. Bondinot and his |,
for the Chero-
the following

gram from
associates, allorneyvs
kees, which reported
PrOKIoEs:

The prosecution ls How well fi-
nunced and well eguipped 10 plunge
intg the worle of estahlishing Chiaro= ||
kee claims. against the governmant
tolalling  approximately $30,000,000.

Accountantg for the proseciting at= %
toaneys nave geen at wark for the
past 13 weeks, checking the records
of the interlor department made dur-1
ing the nineteenth cewtury. Several |
Jarge items have already been ddis-
covered swhich support the-Cherokes
clalms. Departmental und Cherokae
officials will ugres on certain claimsl
and the Interion department olticitals
will recommend lo congress that ap-
propriations be passed 1o pay these
clalms

Seek Millions in Interest

The proposed resplution alowing
the Cherokee attorneys to file thelr
petitions in the court of claims sép-
arately or jointly, instead of jointly
anly, has not yet deen introduced in
congress; - Congressman Hastings de-
clared at n conferetce Saturday that
he swould reconsider the resalution
and may intreduce it, hut it is be-
lisved Senator Harreld will, enter the
resplution, which is degigned to ex-
pedile the work of prusm*utinm‘.
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Findl arguments in the s Additiona l_
nterest for Eastern Immigrants’ }—‘_‘ﬂ
case will be delivered in Marpch: in the
supreme court of the United Statas. | _-j
This suit was filed by Bouinot before |
flie passage » 199 juriﬁdiuuonai bill |

prineipal and in=

and invelves unpaid
terest on a judgment, obtained geveral
mmgrant |

vears agod by the Itastern T
Cherokees agajnst the go\‘ermnn‘:ut.l
<honld the Cherokees win (n this sult, |
they will racelve $2.500,000 in addi-
tional interest a4t once, to be distrib=|
uted per capita amonsg Cherokees of
the astern Immigrant group.

Chairnan Gritts appointed —
wittee to transiate and construe the
Cherokes Lreaty of 186§, at the re-
quest of the tribal altorneys, \ =

On the interpretation of e, ficab: o
aptivle of this treaty rests the claim ;
of the Cherokee tribe to §8,000,000 in _~_4
property and money alleged Lo have
been given to negroes witHout lthe
(ribe’s consent. It is understood that
attoyneys will bage thely caso in this il
cluim upon the tnterpretation placed
on the treaty by the Indlans. John
. Smith, Gove: yilliam Rogers,
Gore, and D. R. Caody, PPorum, \were
solocted by Gritts to prepare o trans- .
lation of the trealy.

flhe vepresentatlve committee an=
Wiorized iy “secretary Lo notify. the
Cherpkee allorneys in Washington 1o
Tuades a monthly report Lo ypembers uf
the committee on thie PrOgYess of the
prosecution,

The Cherokee representatives also
nstructed the secretary to inform thel
attopneys that petitions must be sub- |
mitted to the corpmitee hefore Being | ‘
filed, The represenative commitiee 4
members wiil review tlhe clains and
instruet  the attorney ihey
shall prosecute first.

Gritls Commends Burke

Giritts declarved that Commissioner
ot Indian Affairs Charles Burke de- |
gerved commendation for his aid
olitaining passage of the Cherokee
jurimllclional Pl L

salp, Burke has favored the juris-
dletional bill since he learned that it
was {he desire of the Cherokees that
It be passed'’, he said, “The (Cherolkee
people feel that he s heen of great
sorvice in pushing the measure, The
commissioner was once opposed to the
measure, hut has beenr more llberal
in supporting it since nhe learned how
we Cherakees feel. He did not in-
sigf on any amendment to the bill
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which

as originally submitted by the trihe.
¢ the measure had not had his

support, it would not have been pass-
ed—of that T am, gertain.’

: ._—_‘1;"‘1“,_-__




