= Roosevelt and Senatorﬁ Foraker
Composed Their Quarrel, Private |
_ Clrculatlon of Letters Reveals

_Brownsville
Negro Troops, Caused Wide

T one,

/

Riot, Involvmg

Controversy When President
Dismissed Them

Washingion—®)—The long ob-
scured question of whether the late
Presldent. Roosevelt and the late
Senator Foraker of Ohio ever com-
" |posed their celebrated fuarrel seems
to be definltely settled in the affir-
mative through private ciroulation
:1‘; a print of correspondence between

en.

The narrel which was a sensational

come of Senator Foraker's cham-
plonship of the cause of some of the

hroke in 1909, as a direect out-—

= Negro regular troops who were sum-""

.

marily dismissed from the army by
President Roosevelt after
al. Brownsville, Texas,
Roosevelt Dismissed Troops
The Brownsville riot, as it was
then called. involved mnegro troops
of the regular army. It assumed the

the affair

_proportions of a nationwide r_-on_!_r();’

“|versy when President Roosevelt dis- b=

=

missed a whole battalion. Senator
Foraker, one of the stalwart repub-

lican leaders of his day and one of |

the civeie of confidants which
rounded President MeKinley,
pled a position apparently
Intimate with President Roosevelt
until the two men differed over the

sur-
occu-

L |merits of the President's wholesale

" |Roosevelt's course openly in the Sen- |

—

]

dismissal of ‘at least some of the ne-
gro troaps.

Benator Moraker assalled President
ate and the president had struck
back in characteristic fashion. The
smouldering volecano did not come
into full eruption, however, until an
oecasion in January, 1908, when both
nien were guests'at a Gridlron club
dinner in Washington,

Gridiron Ulab Plays Part

The Gridiron c¢lub is composed of |

Washington correspondents who, at
their dinners, “grill’” publlic men and
affairs good naturedly, always to the
amusement and respect of the latter.
Its first rule is that “reporters never
are present.” Everything said and
done is “under the rose” and public
men on those occaslions, relieved of

_Ithe prospect of public eves and ears

throw off their restraints and speak
their minds.

The Roosevelt-Foraker tilt sup-

plied the second instance of which |!

there is record in which what was

equally |

»

e

sald in confidence at a Gridiron club

‘Tdinner got info print.

President Roosevelt for 30 minutes
delivered characteristic shafts at
Senator Foraker, and although
President on such occasions is sup-
posed to be the last speaker, the
toastmaster of the evening immedi-
ately called on Senator Foraker to
reply. The Senator did for 20 min-

Ltutes, while 300 spectators Trield their

breaths ror what was described as a
battle between gladiators.
Neither Spared Words
Neither spared words or personal-
ties and the report of the proceed-
ings say that when President Roose-

Hlyelt attempted to

reply in rebuttal
to Senator IForaker he was almost
drowned out by the hum of conver-

Segation among the excited diners.

As a result of that occasion friend-

the |

13 pended

lecartoon

'longthy letter which contained other

| day that it furnished the material for
é’ quips and even stage jokes.

So far as anyone knows, it
mained thus until 1912, when, a
few months before Colonel Roose-
velt's
lgressive cnovention, he wrote Senator
| Horaker complimenting him on his
pamphlet on the authorship of the
Sherman anti-trust law and at lts
conclusion inviting Senator Foraker
to. call. The senator,
|wiping out old scores, wrote a
friendly reply, but declined the Col-

"1 have some fear that knowledge of
such a ecall, if it should gel to the
newspapers, might be exploited in
such a way as to cause embarrass-
ment to both of us.

propitions I shall drop in for a rew
minutes in memory of old times.”
Memoirs Are Acknowledged
The printed record of their cor-
respondence shows no more until
1916 when Senator Foraker sent
Colonel Roosevelt hif two volumes
of memoirs and the colonel acknow-
ledged them in a letter in which he
expresseq what Senator Toraker's
friends may regard as an amende.
Colonel Roosevelt in quite a

references, wrote:
“Not ‘only do I admire your entire

the rallway rate legislation T re-
speeted you a thousand times more
than T did many of the men who
vated for the bill) but I alse grew
steadily more and more to realize
your absolute Americanism and your
capacity for generosity and disinter-
estedness."’

Then at its econclusion Colonel
Roosevelt penneil the following par-
agraph which will be of interest to
both Mhis, frlends and Senator For-
aker's and of special interest to the
latter's. He wrote:

Past Is Ignored

“There Is no use raking up
past mow, but there were some things
teld me against you, or in reference
to you, which (when I consider what

me at the time had 1 been as well

~1Bay, June 238, 1918. Friendly

I know now about by Informants
wonld have carried no weight with

| informed as at present,

| The letter was dated at Oyster
brier acknowledgment followed from
Senator Foraker, He wrote:

“Notwithstanding our differences —

of opinion on some subjects, there
never has been a moment since the

- beginning of our acquaintance wlhen| . .
I was not an ardent admirer of your

great intellectual power, fenent pa-

\ —triotism and fearless courage.' i
Thus apparently an historic frlend-

— s i |

Their hosmity became B0 |
much talked about in the news of the ||

re- [

nomination at the Chlcago Pro- =

apparently |

onel's invitation, because, he wrote: |.

Some other |
time when clrcumstances are more |

courage and siraightforwardness (in |-

the |

and -

ship, interrupted by an historic gquar-’ N
rel, was resumed while both men B
lived. 5
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Kship hetween the two men was sus-|



