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The Commission will make a rep:‘ .}
November, and it is fully expected i¥*wiil, |
.« that report, suggest a plan for a bill
to be enacted this winter which wiil put
an end to all controversy and set in mo-
}‘tion the preliminary work necessary to|

organize a regular territorial government. |
02 prhis bill will represent the true work of

{ the Commission, which must not be judged
py 2¥ the suzcess or failure of any particu-|
pi lar negotiation with ythe Indians them-
Myselves. It has been a work of tremen-
sus magnitude, requiring the utmost pa-
U ltience, a keen sense of justice and a full
; neeption of hereditary rights and pres-
elent conditions.

i@ These who hope to defeat the purpose
€iof this bill rést their defense, apparently,

pon so-called treaty rights and upen the
ficulty the government will find in con-
ng the Indian lands now held in com-
\\1 to each Indian in severalty. s

The question of treaty rights has been
argued pro and con with much confusion
: ‘Epat Indians
rament. . They
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EVERYTHING. POSSIBLE BEING DONE
TO STAVE OFF ALLOTMENTS.

Real Reason 'Why the Creeks Rejected the
Agreement Arranged by the Dawes Com-
mission—Chief lspgrhechm"s Latest

Move—The Warranis Secandal.

|
J

e, I T., Oct. 25.—The Creek _In-
d|§)|—l;{ l’::,:x]ng:ﬁssicm and the Dawes c-om.mls{ox?
reached an agreement for a treaty with very
little trouble. There was apparently pro-
found harmony existing between all par-
ties concerned. When this agreement was
submitted to the Creek 1eglslgnure, which
is composed of the house of kings and the
house of warriors, the kings and the war-
riors promptly and unanir_nou.«lj.' rejected t}}e
agreement and their action was applauded
by Isparhechey, chief of all the Creeks. The
fact of the 1 atter is, not one of Lhe. five
civilized tribes is willing to legislate itself
out of existence and will not. All talk, ne-
gotiation and protest are simply for the
purpose of gaining time and thus extending
the life of the tribal governments..

Upon the rejection by his council of the
proposed treaty Chief Ispariwechgr introduced
a measure bearing his own particular stamp
and giving expression to an idea which pre-
vails very generally among the Indians. He
suggested an international conference of the
tribes and the organization of a state, as
has already been stated in The Star. His
council promptly adopted the idea and a
commission was appointed to see the leaders
of the other tribes and arrange for such in-
ternational conference. The other tribes
have not yet taken any action, but such a
conference will prebably be held.

Its ostensible purpose will be to effect a
scheme of general government similar to
that of a state and then ask Congress to ad-
mit this state without subjecting it to the
ordeal of a territorial form of government,
which the Indians dread. Their idea of
statehood is a government for und by the
Indians and the exclusion of the whites from
participation therein except possibly througn
a minority representation. Such a scheme 1s
impracticable and impossible. The constitu-
tion of the United States stands in the road
to prevent it. This fact is fully recognized
by the more inteiiigent Indians of all shades
and they know it can never be carried out.
‘they are willing to further it, however, to
delay the extinction of their tribal form of
government. They recognize that ike. end
15 near, but they are gcing to stave it off
by every means in their power and they can
de much.

The real purpose of this proposed interna-
tional catiference, however, is not set forth
in Isparhiecher’'s manifesto. ‘I'his purpose is
0f a much more poetical nature than the
statehocd idea and it may result in serious
delay to the settlement of territorial affairs.
Under an act of Congress of June 7, 1897,
the first day of January, 1898, will witness
the practical extinction of the tribal courts
and the exercise by the President of the
United States of a veto power over all acts
of the Indian legislatures.

A BIG LEGAL FIGHT PROPOSE.D.

The Indianis are very much worriea over
this coming event. They recognize that
with its operation their tribal government
will become a mere form or sheld, vruply of |
any real value. They are goi to nZoc it
in the courts and this is re the most
momentouvs question which will oceupy the

1
|

altention of any mternational couneil which
may be held.

The plan, as outlined by the leaders, is
to raise a purse of say $100,00, each tribe|
contributing in due preportion. This money
is to be used in empioying some of the lead-
ing lawyers of the 13 to fight the act of
June 7, 1897, in hopes of at least staving off
its application. It is to be fought upon the
grounds that it violates the ireaty rights
of the Indians in several ways., It is also
hoped that this eontention will cause a de-
lay #n other matters which the Dawes com-\
mission has been discuss
‘The Indians fully recognize the fate which
hangs over them, and theiy leaders frankly
state tneir belief that nothing they can do |
can prevent the destruciion of tribal gov-
ernment and the allotment of the land.
They are, however, going to fight 1it, step
by step, in the courts, raise all the objec-
tions possible to any treaties, and hold out
for conditicns they Know cannot be granted,
all for the purpcse of postponing the evil
day.

é'@m ssions may be appéinted every
VeAT. ese commissions may cag_h anc.l,

with the tribes.

o]

. ernment is organized that the whites will

4 he™

to. maintain a lobby*and s

ey the agreécment would have
been ratifiedt As it w. only one side was
do the buying; hence the government
stood no show. “
FIGHTING FOR INDIAN RULE.
, A recognition of this condition has led
many of the most intelligent and enthus:-
astic advoecates of a treaty to the firm belief
that no tribe in fhe nation will ever ratify
an agreement which Would be accepted by

Congress and that Congress will be forced
to solve thé Indian problem for itself. The
Creeks were looked upon as,thg easiest tribe
to bring into !ine and it was believed that
fwith a Creek treaty consummated there
would be no trouble inareaching an agree-
ment with the Seminoles, thus leaving the
Cherokees only outside the pale. The defeat
of a treaty with the Crecks makes it im-
possible to treat with the Seiminoles with
anyhope of success, and it is unlikely that
the Dawes commission will court another
failure. ria

Since the defeat of the treaty in the Creek
council there has been apparently a certain
reaction of sentiment and some’ of the. more
cautious half breeds fear they have gone too
far and been too decided in their rejection
of the same. They have, themefore, taken
pains to give out the impression that a new
treaty can yet be made. One of the serious
objections made to the Creek treaty, and a
point of very guestionable expediency, wasin
connection with the allotment of . Jand. It
was found that each Indian should reeelve
160 acres and the balance of the land{should
be sold to anyone whc might wish™ 1o buy.
The opponents of the treaty took advan-
tage cf this section to prejudice the full-
bloods against it. It was easy to show that
under ithis provision the whites could gradu-
adly but surely gain ascendency over t
Indians and perhaps finally crowd them out.

Even the Indians who favor a trealy are
extremely touchy in regard to the dispos-
ition of the land. All of them claim that
every foot of it belongs to the Indians and
should be divided per eapita. The Dawes
commissicn was not responsible for.this sec-
tion. hcwever, for, strange as it may seem,
the idea originated *with the Indian commis-
sion. It is safe'to say that a majority of all
the tribes except, perhaps, the Creeks, are
willing their land should be alloted in some
way_or other.

This is not, however,
coniention. The talk is about the manner of |
all 'ting. The entire real opposition, how- |
evi e, is to delay. ibe surrender of tribal
government, which will be coincident with
the completion of the aliotment.  This is the
sore spot. 'This is the real animus of all
objections to minor features of the treaties
and even shquld Congress pass an act set-
tling the mahner of adjusting these ques-
tions to the entire s sfaction of all fae-
tions it will be fought in the courts to the
bitter end to prevent the extinction of home
rule, which is the real meaning of any and
all measures bearing on this subject which
may be adopted in the future.

There are only 75.000 Indians in the terri-
tory. There are 300,000 white non-citizens!
This means the moment a territorial gov-

the gréat cause of

have three votes to the dIndians’ one.

Tndians. fully realize t
whites. The Indians

califon.n i €S sS4y that' ey
perfectly willing and that justice 'de
the land should be dLﬂr(}(ed jamong itsmc?\:‘g?
;?ir;.“t{loe India_rf. tthhg.t. }he latter have no
| prescribe the iti
PEAEDE Lo Rrogcde | 2pa tical future of the
| THE CREEK WARRANT. SCANDAL.

Old Chief Isparhecher of-the Creecks does
not speak English, thg
| it fairly avell, I £
| understand the intri
| department of hi§ g
it concerns lump sums
trouble over a
$100,000 In  war . »
e has benefited by the steal, but the
general understanding is that he,has been
victimized by those who wereggiven the
richt to sign his name tol =eyide
Creek indebtedness. One o

The grand jury at®Vinita® now has |
the matter in hand. _Se\tr?mlté’uspects are {
out in the hills in hiding and the entire
country is much stirred up, as the steal
involves a great many people. The federal
court can do nothing with the case unless
it finds that some white man is implicated.
This white man can be indicted and the‘tfg-
dians brought in with him on a charge, of
conspiracy to defraud the United States
government. If oniy Creeks are mixed up
in it the tribal courts alone have juris-|
dietion. Oyer 100 witnesses have been sum-
moned to Vinita and it is rumored that it
will not be difficult to find white non-eciti
zens who have profited by this rai L
Creek money in the United States

The size of this steal has attract C
siderable attention, but little surprise.
there has been a great deal of thyjs
business going on in all the five
der the system of home rule
anxious to keep in force. One
sons for this desire is thus made ¢2
parent. The leaders dictate th
of me‘tribe. The le'a‘dxers are p
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