
EEADQUABTERS DEPARTMENT O F  THE MISSOURI, 

IN TE FLlCLD, h F W T  ON TEE NO- CA??ADIAN RIPE& A T  TBE JK-NCTION OF 

B E A ~  CBEK, IXDIAN ' R ~ ~ I U ~ B Y ,  November '29, 1868. 

Na 6. I 
The bbjor General Corn-ding announces to this command the defeat 

by the 7th Regiment of Cavalry, of a large band of Cheyenne Indians un- 
der the celebrated Chiet, Black Kettle, reinforced by the .4mppahoes 
under Little Baven, and Kiowas under Satants, on the morning of the 
27th inst., on the Washits River near the Antelope Hills, Indian Territo- 
ry, d t i n g  in a loss to the savages of one hundred and three (103) war- 
riors killed, including Black Kettle t the capture of fifty-three (53) squaws 
and children, eight hundred and seventy-five (875) ponies, eleven hun- 
dred and twenty-three (1123) buffalo robes and skins, five hundred and 
tlurty-five (535) pounds of powder, one thousand and fifty (1050) pounds 
of lead, four thousand (4,000) arrows, seven hundred (700) pounds tobac- 
co, besides rifles, pistols, saddles, bows, lariats and immense quantities of 
dried meat and other Winter provisions ; the complete destruction of 
their village, and almost total annihilation of this Indian band. 

The loss to the 7th Cavalry was two o5cers killed, Major JOEL E 
ELLIOTT and Captain Lourn M. HAMILTON, and nineteen (19) enlistedmen; 
three oBcers wounded, Brevet Lient. CoL A L B ~  BUNITZ, (badly,) Bvt. 
Lient. CoL T. W. C W m  and 2d Lieutenant T. J. k c &  (slightly,) and 
eleven (11) enlisted men 

The energy and rapidity shown during one of the heaviest snow stoma 
that has visited this section of conntw, with the temperature below the 
freezing point, and the gallantry and bravery displayed resulting in such 
signal euccesa, reflects the highest credit upon both the officers and men 
of the 7th Cavalry ; m d  the Major General Commanding, while regret- 
ting the loes of such @nt officers as Major ELLIOTT and Captain HAAUL- 
mx, who fell while gallantly leading their men. desires to express his 
thanks b the oBcers and men engaged in the Battle of the Washita, and 
his special congratulations are tendered to their distinguished Command- 
er, Brevet Mnjor Gened  GEOBDE -4. C~STEB, for the e5cient and gallant 
services rendered, which have characterized the opening of the campaign 
against hostile Indians sonth of the Arkansas. 

By commend of Major General S~~EBIDAN : 
J. SCHUYLER CROSBY, 

B d  L i d .  Cbl., A. D. C ,  
Ading Assi.rtan6 Aq'pdanl 6kmd 

Braxi Litut. Cbl., ZI. s. A. 
A d i q  Assistant Ad~anl6knma.L 
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