
disdpproving of act ion i n  t he  case of M r .  Johnson and Company Traddrs and I 

respec t fu l ly  request  t h a t  t h i s  fo l loa ing  stdteraent be s<bmitted t o  t h e  Comldg 

general i n  j u s t i f i c a t i on  of my act ion i n  the-premises. 

After  careful ly  reading tne  order re fe r red  t o  , I could place 

no other construction upon it t h a t  such as inc'iuzed my act ion.  And I placed t h e  

most l i b e r a l  construction upon it. I wds not them aware t h a t  M r .  Johnson had 

v i s i t e d  t he  Commanding General of t n e  Dept. witn t he  in ten t ion  ( as he s t a t ed  me) 

of ousting M r .  Tappan from h i s  present posit ion.  M r .  Johnson c d l e a  upon one 

with reference t o  my  ac t ion i n  h i s  ccrse, and s td t ed  t o  t h e  e f f ec t  t h a t  the  order 

March j r d  could not be intended t o  crffect >hka as he was t ne  one who ins t iga ted  

t he  issue of it, and it was with t he  priew t o  displace M r .  Tappan from h i s  pos i t ion  

the  wording of t he  order w a s  as follows: " The Major General Commanding i n s t ruc t s  

me t o  say t h a t  no S u t l e r  o r  Trader, w i l l  ue permitted t o  remain on t h e  Military 

heserve at  Fort Dodge, unless he h01a.s an appointment o r  &arrant  i n  h i s  own name 

from t h e  proper authori ty,  which i n  the  case of a S t l e r  is thel 'Secretdry of War" 

as MT. Johnson was not t rad ing  i n  h i s  own name, and i n  f a c t  had no good i n  h i s  

own r i g h t  t o  s e l l ,  I n a t u r a l y  i n f i r r e d  t h a t  his par tners  who did  t h e  t rading 

under t n e  f i m  of Johnson a d  Co. came within the  preview of t ne  order. I arr ived 

at  t h e  same conclusion with r e g u d  t o  t he  Su t le r ;  I have j u s t  received a carrrected 

copy of k - c h  3rd from your off ice ,  which consideraoly modifies the  o r ig ina l  upon 

which my ac t ion  was based. The in ten t ion  of t he  Comdg General is made c l ea r  by this 

l e t t e rdad  I have no t i f i ed  t he  f i rm of Johnson and Co." t h a t  they a r e  permitted 

t o  t r aae  under t h a t  Co partnership.  I herewith enclose o r ig ina l  copy of l e t t e r  

of March 3rd from your off ice .  

(Signed) 

I a m  very Respectfully your 
obt. Servant 
10 Douglas 
h j o r  U.S. I n f .  

Comdg. Post 


