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indian t r a i l  t ha t ,  had crossed t h e  Arkansas sometime previous, and remained there  u n t i l  

6 olck p . ~ , ,  when we decamped, marched 3 miles, and went i n t o  camp f o r  t he  night, 

On the  morning of t h e  9 th  ultimo, we were de lwed  on account of our 

supply t r a i n  not  a r r iv ing  during the  night, uut aoout 8 o'zk a&%., @to Major Bell,  R e  

Q.M., 7 t h  Cavalry, reported the  t r a i n  present, dnd Kajor E l l i o t t ,  with four  troops of 
was 

t he  7 t h  Cavalry were ordered t o  draw supplies and march towards the  Cimarron River* 

I am i n  doubt as t o  which way t he  t ra i l  ran  as t he  recent r a in s  had ob l i t e ra ted  it, 

The remainder of the  troops under mly immediate corzmand marched South-west about f i v e  

miles and went i n t o  camp on Goose Creek, where we remained awaiting the  a r r i v a l  of a 

courier  from Major E l l i o t t .  

About 4 olck  a.m. on t he  10 th  ins tan t ,  a f t e r  receiving a dispatch from 

Major E U i o t t ,  we took up our l i n e  of march south by west and reached the  Cimarron 

at  8:12 a.m., distance 13 miles; here, Major E l l i o t t  rejoined t h e  command, and we took 

up our l i n e  of march dom t h e  Cimarron, a f t e r  marching 14  miles. Here we discovered 

a party. of indians, i n  our f ront ,  who attacked my scouts and drove them oack, when 

I ordered a s m a l l  detachment of Cavalrj  t o  r i d e  forward and r e l i w e  t he  pa r ty  who 

were surrounded; as soon as the  detachment was within a shor t  distance, the  savages 

began f i r i n ;  upon them, ~ u t  without effect ,  as our men arove them i n  every direction,  

k i l l i n g  two indians zind one porrj. We then continued our l i n e  of march fu r the r  aown 

the  r iver ,  and c a p e d  within one mile of t he  enfluence of the  Ciaarron and Crooked 

Creek, 

On the  morning of the  l l t h ,  we oroke camp at 6 o'ck. a.m., and j u s t  as 

t he  r e a r  guard had l o f t  camp, some indians charged upon two s t ragglers ,  k i l l i n g  one, 

and wounding another, capturing two horses; troops were sent  t o  the r ea r  and drove 

the  indians back; a f t e r  we had proceeded f i v e  miles, a general skirmish began along 

t he  e n t i r e  l i n e  and continued several  hours, with a l o s s  t o  tne  indians of ce r ta in ly  ' 

eight  k i l l e d  and wounded, and a8 doubt a grea t  maw more. 'IRe had t o  f i g h t  i n  t he  
I 

hills by detachments. Officers and men repor t  fiaving seen several  more than I report ,  

as having dropped from t h e i r  horses, 


