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informed t h a t  t h e  Indians had engaged t h e  Cavalry company but  a few days before and 

Dad been i n  such force  a s  t o  compel1 them t o  withdraw I did not deem it prudent t o  

divide m y  command and refused t o  give t h e  orders, asked fo r ,  more especia l ly  as I 

had been informed t h a t  t he  par ty  consisted of from two t o  th ree  hundred Indians. 

About 1 0  o'clock A.M. I was  handed a message from t h e  Post Adjutant of Fort  Dodge 

i n  which I w a s  informed that Capt, tlendlebroke, 4 th  Cavalry vcl.th 2 companies of 

t h a t  regiment were i n  t h e  sect ion of country t h a t  I was then i n  and he had been 

di rected t o  e f f ec t  a junction with t h e  troops under my command, About 11:30 

o'clock A.M. a guide approached my column and reported t o  me t h a t  Capto Rendle- 

broke with h i s  comma,qd joined z e  a t  U:30 P.K. and I relinquished command of t h e  

troops t o  him a t  t h a t  timeo 

The movements of qv company from t h a t  time t o  t h e  time t h a t  I returned 

t o  &is ,post, have been a s  follows: 

The command kept on i t s  course and w a s  ordered i n t o  Camp about 4:30 

o'clock P.M. on Sand creek; t h e  Troops were engaged i n  making preparations f o r  

supper xhen t h e  alarm of Indians was given, Capto Rendlebroke di rected me t o  send 

t en  o r  twelve men of my company t o  h ~ l d  t h e  western approach t o  t h e  Camp, I moved 

up t h e  required number of men and with Lt. Bar re t t  of Company remained with 

them, i n  t h e  meantime the  Cavalry w a s  sen t  i n t o  acticm, A t  about 6 olclock P.M. 

I was di rected t o  r e tu rn  my men t o  Camp, the  Cavalry was withdrawn about t he  same 

time. There were counted 110 Indians who were engaged i n  t h i s  a f f a i r .  On t h e  re- 

tu rn  of my Cocmand I was  d i rected t o  send out t h e i r  "sleeping par t i esw or  pickets 

of 18 men each t o  occupj~ cornanding points a t  about t h r ee  o r  four hundred yards 

d i s t an t  from the  Cap ,  

On tho 22 i n s t ,  t h e  Command s t a r t e d  about o'clock A.M. and took a 

westerly di rect ion,  a f t e r  t r ave l ing  about 2 o r  2$ hours, during wr;ich time Indians 

were constantly i n  view, t he  Command was hal ted on a plateau the  Infantry  was  

ordered t o  t he  f r o n t  of t he  l i n e ;  I was  d i rected t o  send 10  nsn up through a 

revine on the  l e f t  of t h e  7lateau. I was a lso  di rected t o  send a par ty  of 10  men 

up through a ravine  on t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  platzxr.1 ( tkese  pa r t i e s  were each 


