of crediting the laborer w1th the fact it is used to give emthasis to somethlng
| alle J sl f as reprehens:Lble.» Buildlngs must necessarily cost more than ;ttix other |
places where materials nxxnuntkn are contiguous and cheap and being obliged to B
haul stone for twelve or fourteen miles should be an argument in favor of labor
not agalnst 1t and should not be alluded to as supporting a charge of’extrava—
gance.‘ I 1nv1te investigatlon on thls p01nt. I contend that the buildings are
not extravagant or costly as asserted nor are the structures anythlng departing
from plalnness and good taste. I am willing to submit a true xnxixiihx inwesti-
gation w1th reference to these buildlngs but ixkxxnx 1f there has been any error
comuitted by me it has been one of judgement not of 1ntent10n///ﬂﬂ¢/1/ and T
will be glad to have the question settled whether or not I am right or wrong.
Gen.' Marcy's report‘haS'not convinc ed me.‘i s

" In reference to Indianz-—-the eondition‘of{things iﬁixis"so‘eonfidentl&"dg
stated by Gen. Marcy as’tb"eonVey‘the impression{of“greatad!relectiod‘on’the
partiof~theﬁcbnﬁanding'officer'at'Fort Dodge,iKansas;. The Sﬁikxk'éﬁokertHiil:
;gﬁtg?mighttbe’instaneedfasva FAXEX péfalielléatcése;laha alnost“ever} 3xitxi‘ o
post commander on ‘that route might with‘equaléjustibelbe'held véf& £é£;=£=g;§:414)
for net preverting the attacks of Indians on the different stations. Anyone »
whe khows anything zbout Indians, knows ‘that it 18 impossible to urevent‘xﬁm}
small ‘predatofy bands from'operating’ on 275 miles of travel] with three”odmpaniesT’
of infantty'and-one 6f cavalry, one company heing‘éompletely'absorbed on '
escort-duty, the statement that sny neglect has A occurred-on my part is simpljt"
untrue. I invite investigation on this point. Not a simple flimsy glance—-but
a thorﬁugh investlgation. . ‘ ‘ '_;:f ‘ o L .

T will state (without éeaning any diSrespect to the high p081tion occuéZied }

by Gen. Marcy but in 31mple justice) to myself) that it was observed by all the -
officers at this Post who came in contact with him, as well as by myself, that
Gen. Marcy was unduly excited, with regard to Inddans, during his stay here.

It was a matter of common remark. I dislike to state this, and 1f the



