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may prescribe. Such constitution and bylaws when ratified as afore-
said and approved by the Secretary of the Interior shail be revocabie
by an election open to the same voters and conducted In the same
manner as hereinabove provided. Amendments to the constitution
and bylaws may be ratified and approved by the Secretary in the
same manner as the original constitution and bylaws.

In addition to all powers vested in any Indian tribe or tribal
council by existing law, the constitution adopted by said tribe shall
also, vest in such tribe or its tribal council the following rights and
powers: To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing
of fees to be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior;
to prevent the sale, disposition, lease, or encumbrance of tribal lands,
interests in lands, or other tribal assets without the consent of the
tribe; and to negotiate with the Federal, State, and local Govern-
ments. The Secretary of the Interior shall advise such tribe or its
tribal council of all appropriation estimates or Federal projects for
the benefit of the tribe prior to the submission of such estimates to the
Bureau of the Budget and the Congress.

Sec. 17. The Secretary of the Interior may, upon petition by at
least one-third of the adult Indians, issue a charter of incorporation
to such tribe: Provided, That such charter shall not become opera-
tive until ratified at a special eleetion by a majority vote of the adult
Indians living on the reservation. Such charter may convey to the
incorporated tribe the power to purchase, take by gift, or bequest,
or otherwise, own, hold, manage, operate, and dispose of property
of every description, real and personal, including the power to pur-
chase restricted Indian lands and to issue in exchange therefor
interests in corporate property, and such further powers as may be
incidental to the conduct of corporate business, not inconsistent with
law, but no authority shall be granted to sell, mortgage, or lease for
a period exceeding ten years any of the land included in the limits
of the reservation. Any charter so issued shall not be revoked oz
surrendered except by Act of Congress.

Sec. 18. This Act shall not apply to any reservation wherein a
majority of the adult Indians, voting at a special election duly called
by the Secretary of the Interior, shall vote against its application.
It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior, within one
year after the passage and approval of this Act, to call such an
election, which election shall be held by secret ballot upon thirty
days’ notice.

Skc. 19. The term “ Indian ” as used in this Act shall include all
persons of Indian descent who are members of any recognized Indian
tribe now under Federal jurisdiction, and all persons who are
descendants of such members who were, on June 1, 1934, residing
within the present boundaries of any Indian reservation, and shall
further include all other persons of one-half or more Indian blood.
For the purposes of this Act, Eskimos and other aboriginal peoples
of Alaska shall be considered Indians. The term “ tribe ” wherever
used in this Act shall be construed to refer to any Indian tribe,
organized band, pueblo, or the Indians residing on one reservation.
The words ““adult Indians” wherever used in this Act shall be
construed to refer to Indians who have attained the age of twenty-
one years.

Approved, June 18, 1934.



