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Xiobrara t he  next day, October lQth ,  By divFding my ra t ions  both comands could 

reach :amp dheridan. A t  our re2uest  lled Cloud with 25 of h i s  chief men cme  i? to  neet 

us a t  Gmp Sheridan, They c m e  very prougly a n j  seerried very anxious t o  remain st 

peace, Informed by h j o r  Thornburgh of t h e  place and da t e  he l o s t  trail of t h e  

Cheyennes l e d  Cloud s ta ted t h e  Sheyennes could be, by t ha t  time north of t h e  Black 

Hi l ls .  .tied dlou.3. promised t o  s i v e  up the Cheyennes i f  any c m e  in to  h i s  camp. The 

Iadian Agent informed me t h a t  ded Cloud's people vere very uneasy i n  regwd t o  t he  

a r r i v a l  of so  many troops i n  t h ~ t  v i c i n i t y  and had :\;atched u.s n ight  and day since 

leaving t h e  Niobrara, They ( the  Indians) r e ~ o r t e d  t he  coming of eight  com?anies of 

Cavalry (7tl: Cavalry) and t ha t  two of t h e  eight companies were very s m a l l  ones, 

This f ee l i ng  zaong t h e  Sioux and the  scarc i ty  of supplies a t  Camp Skeridan fo r  so 

many t r o o p ,  decide2 Thornburgh and myself t o  movs t o  C n ?  Xobinson pendb-g ins t ruc t ions  

from you, Xe understood, by your repeating t o  u s  t h s  Lieutenant Generals irlstructiorls 

t o  you, t ha t  t h e  matter was l e f t  to  our diskretion,  $le arrived a t  Camp Robinson 

October 15, Total dist-nce :arched b g t h e  mail? column since leaving t h i s  post 265 

miles, each corqay. marched much fur ther  and f a s t e r  than t h e  mciin c o l m ,  f o r  each 

company was a t  times detached f o r  might or day narches. 

The mdn column averaged, during t t e  f i r s t  four d a p  of the  t r i p ,  40 

miles eac5 24 hours. From 20 miles ea s t  of dnake Creek 3anchs u n t i l  we reached t h e  

Wiobrara t h e  -march was through h e s ~ j  Sand-hills. The Sand h i l l s  t h a t  border t h e  

s t r e m s  and such few water holss  a s  we found do not i n  any respect  d i f f e r  from t h e  

Sand h i l l s  away f ro@ water, so t h a t  u n t i l  water is ac tua l ly  seen there i s  nothing 

i n  t he  nature  of the country t o  ind ica te  i t s  yresence. Therefore I cannot blame t h e  

guides for  ge t t ing  l o s t  or being unable t o  f i n i  water, I am not f u l l y  convienced t h a t  

the  m i n  boay of the  Zheyennes crossed my t r a i l  t o  the  rea r ,  or west of me. In 

s i f t i z g  t h e  evidence i n  regard t o  the  reported crossing between t k i s  post and Cmp 

Sheridan on t h e  6th Listant ,  t h e  only th ing  de f in i t e  seems t o  be tha t  8 ur 10  Indians 

were seen driving a s m a l l  herd of ponies. me herd was scat tered out, but before 

reaching t he  rosd, t h e  Indians col lected t h e i r  i n  a small c o l m  drove t k e m  across 


