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and unable t o  f ind water, the  course 13,s changed t o  a more nor ther ly  di rect ion,  as 

1 did not th ink the stock would stand an~ t . he r  dry  camp with t h e  hwd  work they  were 

dqing . 
The shnd wqs heavy and the days hot aJ-though the nights were cool, 

With t h i s  cease t h e  ~ a i n  column reached Snzke River st dusk a f t e r  a 35 mile march, 

near :?hat i s  ca l l ed  the  ''Kearneg crossingf1 two of t he  Coapanies i n  adv.ance being s t i l l  

f u r t he r  back en-route f rox  Snake Creek ranche, received infornat ion a t  t h i s  point  

t h a t  no depredations had been c o d t t e d  on t h e  Niobrara fo r  f ~ t y  miles below a point  

opposite us. In  consequence of !;nowledge of the guides and information received 

f ron  your o f f i c e  and from 3lajor Thornburgh I intented t o  s t r i k e  fro= t h i s  point  t o  

the IJiobrara, wel l  ao:m Q, t r i ve r  on t h e  supposition t h a t  Indians s t r i k ing  for  the  

Sioux camp would seeing us before we saw them endeavor t o  avoid us  h pusking s t i l l  

fu r th s r  east .  IJhile t h i s  moveinent kiss taking place t h e  Lieutenant Generals telegram 

i n  regard t o  t he  Sioux breaking out was received. A t  t h i s  time t k e  Atmosphere was 

th ick wtth smoke, a heavy columen of smoke had the  previou-s day been noticed t o  the 

north west wbLch was sup?osed t o  be a p r a i r i e  f i r e  altkcnrsk it 352 not r e s e b l e  me .  

After rece ip t  of t b i s  t elegrarn I supposed t h z t  t he  smoke of t ka t  a d  the  previous day 

was c-used by the Sioux Indians burning ranches on t h z  Niobrara. Knoxing t k a t  by 

t ha t  time t h e  Cheyennes could by forced mrched have paseed xe 03 the  eas t ,  and being 

anxious f o r  t h e  c i t i zens  along t he  i'iiograra and f o r  t h e  small garrison of Cam? 

Sheridan, I s t ruck t h e  igiobrsra higher up than I had before Intended and sent  a 

courier  i n t o  the  post f o r  in formt ion ,  Arriving on the  lqiobara I found t h a t  no 

depredations had been co;cmit ed on t h 3 t  stream. A r a n c h a n  had t h a t  day ridden from 

a point 3.3 miles down the  r i ve r  with information t h a t  for  40 a i l e s  s t i l l  fu r the r  dm.- 

( a t o t a l  of 70)  no depredations bad been coA?l[r5.tted. He a l so  reported t h a t  Spotted 

Ta i l  Indians had been camping and huntiag a s  f a r  do:m as the Niograra, and some of 

them across it, but t h a t  no Cheyenne had been hemd of. Two Couriers from Camps 

Robinson, f olowing my t r a i l  came upon m j o r  Thornburgh, a l so  upon ra3. t r a i l ,  and 

by them p a j o r  Thornburgh forwarded a request t h a t  i xio~ld  send him water and food. I 

selected t he  best  stock I had, and sen t  both t o  hi%. H i s  conmnd joined me on the 


