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FORT LE2LVENWORTH, KANS (1827- ) -* l 

Orders No, 14, The Adjutant Generalts Office, March 7, 1827, d i rected 
t he  establishment of a post on the  Missouri River near t he  mouth of t he  
L i t t l e  P l a t t e  River t o  protect  caravans on t he  Santa Fe t r a i l .  The post 
was accordingly es tabl ished about May 8, 1827, by Companies B, D, E, and F 
of the 3rd Infantry, commanded by Col, Henry Leavemorth. It was designated 
Cantonment Leavenworth by Orders No, 56, The Ad jutant  General? s Off ice ,  
November 8, 1827. The post has since been i n  continuous mi l i t a ry  occupa- 
t ion.  Orders NO. 11, Headquarters of t h e  Army, February 8, 1832, changed 
the  name of Cantonment Leavenworth t o  Fort  Leavenworth. Fort Mavenworth 
was t he  base f o r  many exploring expeditions t o  t h e  West. Among these  wetw 
Maj, Bennet MleyPs expedition along the Santa Fe t r a i l  i n  1829, I n  1835, 
Col. Henry Dodge l e d  an expedition t o  t he  Rocky Mountains by way of the  
P l a t t e  Wver and the  Oregon t r a i l ,  returning by way vf the  Arkansas River 
and the  Santa Fe t r a i l ,  I n  U/+5 Col, Stephen Watts Rearney l e d  an expedi- 
t i o n  along the same general route, going a s  f a r  a s  South Pass. I n  1839 8- 

Col. Kearney l ed  an expedition t o  the  Cherokee Paation, which was composed 
of t he  l a rge s t  mounted force of  Regulars t h a t  had ever been assembled by 
t he  United St&Aasu. On June 26, 1846, Col. Kearney l e f t  Fort  Leavenworth a?. 
a t  t h e  head of the  A m y  of t he  West on an expedition t o  Santa Fe, which C 

was surrendered by the  Mexican au thor i t i es ,  August 18, 1846, Col, Kearney 
then marched t o  California with par t  of h i s  command, leaving Col . Alexander 
Q?. Doniphan i n  command. When he had been reinforced, Col, Doniphan l e f t  
Col, S t e r l i ng  Pr ice  i n  command a t  Santa Fe, and marched t o  Chihuahua, 
Nexico, by way of E l  Paso de l  Norte, defeating two Mexican armies on t he  
way. Col, Doniphan and h i s  men then joined the army of Ma j . Gen. Zachary 
Taylor a t  S a l t i l l o .  The t o m  of Fort  Leavenworth was the f i r s t  c ap i t a l  of 
t h e  Ter r i to ry  of Kansas, which wa4 s e t  up i n  1854, During the  C i v i l  War, 
t he  post  was twice threatened by Confederates and was a major base of opera- 
t i ons  i n  the  West, Because of i t s  c en t r a l  locat ion and large  reservation, 
For t  Leavenworth has been the s i t e  of many other  a c t i v i t i e s  than those of 
the  post i t s e l f .  Before the  establishment of t h e  Ter r i to ry  of Kansas it 
was usual ly  the  s i t e  of an Indian Agency o r  subagency, A s  the  f r o n t i e r  
advanced it became a ma3or supply base, pa r t i cu l a r l y  during t he  period of 
t he  Mexican and C iv i l  Wars, It was a l so  a favored s i t e  f o r  m i l i t a ry  
service  schools, The following a r e  some of the  establishments t h a t  have 
been located a t  Fort Leavenworth: J .  

[ The Ordnance Arsenal (1860174) 8 
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The Ordnance Arsenal was es tabl ished i n  accordance wi th  an order 'o f  
t he  Secretary  of War dated May 21, 1860, It was discontinued by Generdl 
Orders NO, 8, The Adjutant GeneralP s Office, February 2, 1874. 

t Quartermaster Clothing Depot (1$7L+-78) a 

General Orders No, 124, The Adjutant Generalqs Office, November 14, 


