
'' C o a t y  Attorney, Ford 

Dodge City, Kansas. 

Sir: 

I received on the  4th inst. the following dispatch 

from $kjor  Dodge Cornlanding a t  Fort Dodge, K s .  

a (JA most foul  and Cold blooded murder Committed l a s t  night by ruff ians 
t 

i n  Dodge City. C@ty organized but no election yet had. Nobody with 

power t o  act.  Please authorize the a r r e s t  of murderers* and in answer 

I dispatched him as  follows: 

'bunti1 lord  County i s  f u l l y  organized you are  authorized t o  a r r e s t  

and hold, subject t o  the  orders of the Civ i l  Authorities of t h i s  proper @&k 

judicial  d i s t r i c t ,  a l l  person notoriously gui l ty  of a violation of the  

;L;@$$~ws of t h i s  State. I desire tha t  you should exercise t h i s  

authority with great m care and only i n  extreme cases# 
> 

"I have sim e been advised tha t  b j o r  Dodge acting 7 this 
authority, made several a r r e s t s  and i s  s t i l l  holding the par t ies  so ar- 

rested subject t o  an order from the  C i v i l  authorit ies.  I regretted the  

necessity of conferring t h i s  authority on a mil i tary off icer ,  but so 

long ss I am Governor of Kansas l i f e  and property within the boundaries 

of t i e  S ta te  sha l l  be as  f u l l y  protected as it is possible fhr me t o  make 

it so. And the emergencies in t h i s  case rendered prompt and energetic 

action necessary. 

1' I learn, unofficially,  t ha t  an election of County and Township 

Officers has been had i n  Ford County since t h i s  revolting murder and 

I apprehend that  no fur ther  trouble w i l l .  -& maintaining 

law and order the c i v i l  a u t h ~ r i t i e s ~ f o r  I ,, the  l a t e  sad 


