
'No sooner had I come t o  t h i s  conclusion than-a  wild Apache y e l l  

broke the  tense s i lence t h a t  had prevailed up t o  t h i s  pa r t  of our l i t t l e  

dranra, S t i l l  looking out of t h e  corner of my eye, I saw Beauford almost 

smothered i n  t h e  ec s t a t i c  e ~ b r a c e  of a f a t  Apache woman. Many of 

Geronimo's women and children had been standing on the  outside of  t h e  

c i r c l e ,  innocent onlookers. A s  Beauford had ra ised h i s  r i f l e ,  t ha t  

husky Apache lady evidently thought he was going t o  shoot forthwith, so 

she aprang in to  the air, l e t  out a whoop, and landed wlth both her arms 

around Beauford's neck. My first concern w a s  with ltly pol ice ,  who had 

been to ld  not t o  f i r e  u n t i l  Beauford or I f i red ,  I was af ra id  they would 

l o se  t h e i r  heads i n  t h i s  serio-comic emergency, and s t a r t  a general 

fusi l lade.  But a l l  of my Apache pol ice  held t h e i r  fire, and watched me. 

I have never seen b e t t e r  self-control  in troops of any race. The woman's 

y e l l  had a l so  disconcerted Osronimo and h i s  l ieutenants ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  

t he  extent  tha t  they did not so far forget themselves as t o  bring a 

r i f l e  i n to  f i r i n g  position, 

'Beauford was a powerful mn, He gave one very disgusted look a t  

the  woman who had captured him, released h i s  r i g h t  arm, grabbed her a~ollpd 

her w a i s t ,  and gave a mighty heave. The lady landed down-side-up i n  t h e  
I 

dust,  about t en  f e e t  away. Immediately, up came Beautordts r i f l e ,  leveled 

again on Gemnimort 

A11 of t h i s  d i s t rac t ion  caused by t h e  emotional Apache wornan had not 

occupied more than a tnanute, o r  a t  mst , a minute and a ha l f ,  but it 

enabled for ty  more of  the  soft-running Apaches t o  t r o t  out of t h e  can- 

missary building. Geronimo std fted h i s  eyes from C l u m  to  t h e  reserves,  

then back t o  Clum. He and h i s  e n t i r e  band of renegades stood motionless, 

s i l e n t ,  dumbfounded. The Trojan horse s tun t  was a complete srirprise. 


