
A P A C H E  A G E N T  

**Nantan-betunnykah~reh,~ he s a i d ,  "we have heard you. It is 

wel l ,  what you s a i d  t o  Great Xhite Chief a t  Tucson. iVe a r e  good 

Indians ,  here a t  San Carlos. He a r e  peaceful. :Ye a r e  happy. He w i l l  

not jo in  Chiricahuas on warpath. But we a r e  ready t o  go on warpath 

aga ins t  the ,-- Chiricahnas, - - i f  it is  the wish of Nantan-betunnykahyeh." 

'If t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Tucson, t h e  Govarnor of Arizona, and the  Con- 

gress  of the  United S t a t e s  could have been present a t  t h a t  powwow of my 

Apache ch ie f s ,  those  hor r ib le  pages of our Indian wars i n  the  South- 

west (1881-86) never would have been writ ten.  wAtrocious red men?" 

"Savages?" *3nlg dead Indians a r e  good Indians?" Tomiiiymt. That 

speech of Eskiminzints,  with a l l  of its l o y a l t y  and pa t r io t i sm and 

courage, deserved the  same niche i n  our h i s t o r i c  a rch ives  a s  t h a t  

celebrated o r a t o r i c a l  outburs t  of Pa t r i ck  Henry. I have given only the  

g i s t  of what Sskiminzin s a i d .  He  spoke f o r  f i f t e e n  o r  twenty minutes. 

A s  he spoke, I could hear the word *enjun being expressed in te rmi t t en t ly ,  

but s o f t l y ,  by the  o ther  chiefs .  Enju, it is  w e l l .  

''?hen Eskiminzin concluded, a l l  the o ther  ch ie f s  wanted t o  make 

speeches. They were g r e a t  o ra to r s  , those Apaches. But I t o l d  them 

we nust  not spend more time with t a l k ;  i f  they a l l  agreed with 

Eskiminzin, and would go on the w a r ~ a t h  a g a i n s t  bad Chiricahuas , jus t  

say the word, and we would ge t  busy. The vo te  was unanimous. I s e n t  

cour iers  back in to  the  mountains of our reservation,  spread t h e  news of 

the Chiricahua outbreak, t o l d  of t h e  decision of t h e  ch ie f s ,  c a l l e d  

f o r  volunteers.  

'We needed no * d r a f t o w  l i t h i n  s i x  hours f r d m  the time I returned 

' t o  San Carlos from Tucson, two hundred and f i f t y  s p c i a l  A ~ a c h e  scouts  


