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f \\'itll tllis illtcl~ti,~r~ OII ti113 1):1rt of the Gorern~nellt they ~:nrte(l for Ari- 

1 ,  ~ V I I . I  u it11 C';ilttair~ I)orht, v i s ~ t i ~ ~ g  011 their way the Indian ~chool a t  Car- 
3 liulr. Tl~ey xwre stolq,c1tl on ttreirjonr~~ey after leaving Carlisle and sent . 
i back to I'ort Le;rvc~~aortl~. 9 \\'l~ile t11t.y were there the Indians who were 1 to bll ~ C I I ~  frotn tile Port Apache Iieservation to Florida were secured and 
1 ~ t i ~ r t r t l  OII t l ~ c  ma)-. I t  was tl~onght best by the Lieutenant-General 

th;tt tire 11rtlin11s at Fort Leavenwortl~, xvl~o had become turbulent and 

i ercittrl. should lw sent direct from there to Fort JIariou, and orders were 

" i isst~tvl to that etti.ct, as it was not considered practicable for any of 
them to ~neet the other band on their journey east, as had beeu proposed. 
C; I~I~ ; I~I I  1)orst autl thehe Intlia~~s, thirteen in number, together with 
t11r1-e i~~terpreters, left Fort Leare~rwortb OII the 13th of September, and 
on the 2tbtl1 t l ~ c  Dcl~art~nent was advised of their arrival a t  Fort Narion. 

11 st~n~marizc.tl statenlent of ill1 the 111dian priso~~ers now a t  Fort 
3Itrrion ~IIIII Fort l'icke~~s a ill be found in the al~penclix. 

It is 11ol1rcl that the Apache Tars and raids that have devastated 
I r i z t ) ~ ~ : ~  and Sew Jlesico, and the adjncerrt States of Jlexico, for so 

b 1n:iu.v JI . I I~S,  ilre e11tIet1 1)y the ~)errn:,r~ent removal of the fiercest and 
~ ~ ~ o c t  tlanperons of tho Ai~aclie tribes. 

The L i e n t c . ~ ~ : i ~ ~ t - G e ~ ~ c r ~ ~ l  states that many officers are becoming diss- 
blrtl I)y re:lron of long service on the froutier a1111 from \voun~ls received 
or diht.nsc coutracted during tbe war of the rcbellion. He is of opinion 
that while those a110 arc disabled are tra~~stbrrcd to the retired list as  
faiit as possible it wonld be a great benefit to the Army if Congress 

1 wonld incre.7so the list and inclade upon it all officers fount1 by duly 

1 I 
constituted boards to be permanently incapacibated for active uervice. 

t .  In this lwlief I concur, and I recon~mend such action by Congress. I 

i 
alwo concur in the opioion expressed by the Lieutenant General that if 
the d l r m ~  were increased five thousand men, and two companies were 

f 
I adtled to each of the infantry regiments, the Army would be enabled 

i 
to crcrlitably perform such service as the country ~llight demand. 

Tha reports of the co~nmanding officers of the Artillev School and of 
; 
3 the lufautry anti Cavalry School are very watisf~tory, and show that a 

higl~ standard of military education hoe been established, which prom- 

f isee to lead to tlle best resolts. The instruction of t11eArmy in the use 
I of the rifle or carbirlc bas been thoroughly prosecuted during the year; 
1 the returns from each department ant1 the results of the regular mm. 

petitio~~s exhibit a decidetl advance in rifle firing. As the in~portnnce 
of companr priictice in skirmish firing is better recognized, it  is believed 

1 that in the near fntnre many of the ~olcliers will become expert skir- 
m i s h e ~ ,  ilud the effective fire of the mass of the Army will lm greatly 
iwt)ro\-ed, 

The discipliue of the Army is reported to be good, sod the e ~ c i e n c y  
of the various aruls ot the service well mniutaiued. It has but little 
oplmrtouity for active service, and what it  bas is not of the most agree. 
pble or inspiring kind. The control and pursuit of Indians, difflcult 
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md hazarclolls as it  often is, alld cleveloping as it cltws the intlivitlllal 
char;lcter and g;tllautr~ of officers anti men, is yet on Ir very linl. 
ited scale, bears bnt slight resemblance to tils great colltcsts ,,.lliclI 
follow the collision betweer1 nations. In ~ I I I S  Ivitr nitll forelpll I,ower 
our regnlar forces mould be the r~uolens of the great n~nster of volnll- 
teers, which experience bas tanpht 11s most be tile n:rtoral rc.notlrro in 
times of dallger, all(l the discipline, guiclancr, :IIIII ~ O I I I I I I ~ I I ~  of wlljch 
must fall lnair~ly upon the officers of the Rer111ar Arnl~. 

Tile efieieoc~, therefole, of our snrall fan% shonld be at the highest 
point, and tile officers shoaltl be instructetl, cor~~petent, H I I ~  ~ C C O I I I -  

plished iu all knowledge that pertains to the art of a;tr :~r~tl tile tilltics 
of the ~oltlier. Without great adtlitional expense it xl10111~1 be a11c1 
can be made a. n~odel army, fur it has the ~ni~teri;rl ill itn ofiic.e~rs : , I I ~  

men to take this position. It  shoulcl be borne i n  mind ill t l~is colinec- 
tion that it has been and still is the policy of the Governn~r~~t  tr, re:ir 
ant1 train at West Point yooog inen froin all porttons of thc. Hrljnttlic 

\ .  
to be sold~crs. g o  expellsr 18 spared to g ~ \  0 tlirrn the best mtlitirrg eclo- 
cntiorl possil)le. Only those who sncceetl i l l  iti~ssing tht: test8 of rigid 
exart~il~atiolls are selected for the 11ublic ser\ Ire. So stAverc3 is tile ortlcal 
through n hich they pass that bat ant. in tltrre s~~cceccls in gr;~tlu;rti~:g. 
Nor is expense spared in provitliog for these jouog I I I ~ U  thns et1ac:;rtcd 
wl~en they take their places in the Arm), for the ]ray of our oiticcrs is 
higher tlirougll all its grades than that of any other arltlg save the 
Auglo 111dran army. And get, after tlrus pre1,ering and l~rovicling for 
them, there are uo sltecial reqairements, c.otnlnorl to ;ill. tlr~n;~r~clirrg 
their progress and growth in the profession of ertns; ant1 no iuquiry is 
made, or exarniuation hacl, as tho years go by, ancl they aclvnnce grade 
after grade, whether as individuals they are wol.t!~y of j)rolnotior~, and 
are equal to the higher rauk and larger responsib~lities t11c.v ;ire fortacl 
to assuti~e. When a second lieutenaut enters the service, r l ~ e t l ~ r r  from 
civil life, the ranks of the Army, or from the Militarg Academy a t  West 
Point, the rigid exami~~atior~ above alluded to is tnadc tile necessary 
coudition for the colnmissiou. But this once pa.;sed, ontler presel~t 
regulatio~~s, the officer can, and but tuo frequently does, close his books 
and his studirs; and if bedoes not overwork or erpnse hin~aelf, 110 k ~ ~ o w s  
that, with good health and life, he is certain, ul~der the opsratiou of 
cornp~llsorg re t i l a~~~ru t ,  to reach the highest grade open to scuiority in 
his arm of the service. 

I assume it to be trtle ill the Army, as elsewhere, tl~tht no rnau slrould 
occupy a position for which he is not fitted; and it is eqnally true that 
there should h t:oine way in the Army, elsewhere, thnrugh which 
such fitness should h ascertained. I t  n~ay also be assullled that 110 

men are SO well fittctl to determine the crlprlcity or i n ~ 1 ) a c i t ~  of a can- 
didate for 8 1)law as those who have already filled tile pl;lce and are 
familiar with its reqnlremcnta and it8 duti-. I t  would Reem, there- 
fore, that no objection a n  reaeonably be urged agaiusr an exalninetion 
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