
411 E.  %ashington St .  , 
Appleton, Tiisconsin 
26 Geeember, 1956 

Professor  % a l t e r  S. Campbell, 
( Stanley V e s t a l ) ,  
School of J ~ u r n a l i s m ,  
J n i v e r s i t y  of Oklahoma, 
Mormn, Oklahoma 

Dear Professor Campbell: 

Thank you f o r  your i n t e r e s t i n g  l e t t e r  of December 18. There 
i s  no argument as t o  white c a s u a l t i e s  nor any regarding t h e  v a l o r ,  
t a c t i c s  and combativeness of t h e  Indians.  That you say i n  t h e  

d l a t t e r  respect  only adds t o  t h e  fo rce  of t h e  last paragraph of my 
l e t t e r  t o  GUNS Xagaxine. 

Judging from your genera l  comments 4 prefaces)  on American 
His tory ,  t h e  lessone a e  should draw from it  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t o  JG s t  
mistakes and our poLtcies  f o r  t h e  fukure,  i n  many r e s p e c t s  ~e 1 
t h i n k  a l i k e .  9 
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But regarding t h i s  matter  of Indian dead, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
&&on Box f i g h t ,  I be l i eve  you a r e  badly off  balance. For t h e t  

reason you have no a n s w e ~  t o  t h e  l a s t  two paragraphs of my l e t t e r  
r e f  e r red  t o  above. The last pzragraph p a r t i c u l a r l y  appears  
insurmountable. 

I do not have a v z i l a b l e  your book New Sources of Indian H i s t -  
ory slo perhaps any remarks I make a r e  unfa i r .  A l l  I can aasume 
hoaever i s  t h a t  these  new sources r e s t  sornea~hat on t h e  s t o r i e s  
t o l d  you by Indian f r i e n d s  of the  second generat ion though you do 
mention i n  your l e t t e r ,  a w r i t t e n  record of 1880. Such ac t l l a l  
surv ivors  as you interviewed, n a t u r a l l y  Kere i n  t h e i r  dotage; and 
many of t h e s e  people probably had been interviewed at e a r l i e r  d a t e s  
and so were f a m i l i a r  with t h e  anewers des i red  from t h e  l i n e  of 
oue st ioning pursued. 

Years ago i n  hontana, t h e r e  was a lady xho had f r i e n d s  i n  a 
number of Indian f a m i l i e s .  A t  t i m e s ~ r r i t e r s  of f r o n t i e r  l o r e ,  en- 
gaged t h i s  ~ n i t e  Roman t o  get t h e  Indian s i d e  of t h e  s to ry .  So, f o r  
t h e s e  t r i p s  on her  p in to ,  she always provided he r se l f  a i t h  p lenty  
of t abacco and o t h e r  p resen t s ,  fol lowing t h e  time-honored custom. 
Her d i f f i c u l t y  was that 1nd.ian t a l e s  r e s t e d  more on t h e  p resen t s  
than  on t h e  f a c t s .  Yith a l l  due resgect  t o  your s i n c e r i t y ,  I a m  
dubious about t h e  accuracy you des i red  and expected t o  obCain. 

Let us  suppose f o r  ins tance ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were 303 Indian casu- 
a l t i e s .  F i f t y  am s i x t y  yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  event ,  you and your Indian . 
f r i e n d s  would have been fagged out  under t h e  scheme of your i n t e r -  
view, at t h e  end of a dozen o r  two names. How many men today can 
remervber y name, even t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e i r  own company i n  T 1x3 


