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To say t h a t  i n  t h r e e  hours o r  more of s t i f f  f i g h t i n g  
twenty e ight  secsoned s o l d i e r s  and front iersmen,  i n  a f i x e d  
s o s i t i o n  and with muzzle r e s t s ,  could only k i l l  s i x  Indians 
of t h e  s o l i d  masses hur led  aga ins t  them, % s , u t t e r l y  unbelieve- 
a b l e .  

A s  f o r  t h e  Indians,  t h i s  e f f o r t  vas a p e l u d e  t o  an 
a l l -out  a t t a c k  on, and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of Fort  P h i l  Eearney 
i t  s e l f .  The f i g h t  t h e r e f o r e  was doubly important t o  them. 
To imply t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  having only a t o t a l  of s i x  k i l l e d ,  
t h e  Indians f a i l e d  t o  r i d e  over and des t roy  t h e  men i n  t h e  
c o r r a l  at  the f i r s t  rush,  i s  a devas ta t ing  blow at t h e  o f t -  
mentioned courage and determinat ion of Red Cloudf s warr iors .  

S incere ly ,  


