
On October 29th Colonel Rodgers suceesded i n  establishing 
communications with Major Griersonts column, and the junction of 
these two conanads on Powder r i v e r  was effected on October 31st. d 

On t h i s  day, also,  Captain Johnson, 10th Cavalry, made arrangements 
through in te rpre te rs  f o r  a conference with the U t e s  on the following 
day, t o  be held between the camps. The conditions on the morning 
of November 1st did not appear favorable t o  e. peaceable solution,  
a s  the Utes, divided i n  opinion, were mangling among themselves. 
Colonel Rodgers ins is ted on a meeting, as had been agreed the day 
before, and the Utes f i n a l l y  yielded, bringing one hundred o r  more 
Indians t o  the conference. There was m c h  talk regarding grievances 
and wishes, and the  Utes f i na l ly  asked t o  send Chiefs t o  Washington 
t o  obtain permission $G s e t t l e  on some Sioux Reservation. They 
were asked i f  they would re turn to t h e i r  homes on the Uintah Reser- 
vation, t o  which they answered tha t  they would not. It was evident 
t h a t  t h i s  was the f i n a l  decision, a s  they :load not even discuss the 
question. Captain Johnson, through Sioux Indians and in te rpre te rs ,  
who had been sent  t o  him, had found tha t  it was prac t ica l ly  cer ta in  
the Utes would f igh t  and break up in to  -11 bands, burning and 
murdering, ra ther  than go beck. Colonel Rodgers, concurring i n  
t h i s  opinion, refrained from pressing t h i s  question. While expressing 
himself sympathetically i n  favor of the Indians, he then to ld  them 
tha t  under h i s  orders the e n t i r e  force of the Indians must go with 
the troops t o  Fort Heade. Though there  was considerable difference 
of opinions in  the following U t e  debate, tbe Indians f i n a l l y  prorcised 
to  go. Arranging tha t  Major Grierson should scout the whole country 
between Powder and L i t t l e  Powder r i ve r s  t o  t h e i r  junction t o  a r r e s t  
any Ute s t ragglers ,  Colonel Rodgers s t a r t ed  with h i s  command f o r  
Fort Meade on November 4th. He placed Captain Johnson i n  charge 
of the Ute b a d .  The country was rough and :kLe t r a i l  bad, owing 
€0 recent snow and ra in ,  so that  the march was slow and d i f f i c u l t ,  
On November 25th the troops and Indians reached Fort  Meade. 

The Division CommrnOer, f r o m  whose r spor t  the above data 
has been taken, mentions the pronptness and efficiency of Colonel 
Augur, the judgment, t a c t  and a b i l i t y  of Major Grierson, and r e fe r s  
t o  Colonel Rodgers and Captain Johnson a s  follows: 

"In h i s  f i e l d  operations i n  tha Ciplomatic treatment 
of the  Indians and i n  h i s  adminiawative handling of the 
en t i r e  campaign, Colonel Alexander Rodgers, 6 th  Cavalry, 
displayed qua l i t i e s  of a high character and h i s  services 
deserve the highest commendation, * 

and quoting Colonel fiodger's report  of Captain Zohnson's services, 
concurred i n  the following: 

*I wish t o  call a t ten t ion  t o  the excellent manner 
i n  which Captain Carter P. Johnson, 10th Cavalry, has per- 
formed the d i f f i c u l t  duty t o  which he was assigned. Through 
h i s  good work it has been possible $or me t o  immediately 
enpage the Indians i n  conference and carry out the inst ruct ions  
of the Depwtment Commander and the au thor i t i es  a t  Washington. 
Throughout a l l  h i s  work has been t ac t fu l ,  energetic and resource- 
ml, and since my a r r iva l  he has been loyal  and invaluable i n  I 

ass i s t ing  and supporting me." 


