
The National  Gal le ry  of the American Ind ian  i s  necessary because it i s  not 

j u s t  another  organiza t ion  t o  save the  Ind ian  from the encroachments of white 

c i v i l i z a t i o n  and greed - i t  does not dup l i ca t e  t he  work which e x i s t i n g  organi-  

za t ions  a r e  a l r eady  c a r r y i n g  on. Nei ther  i s  i t  j u s t  another  museum t o  entomb 

i n  g l a s s  o x h i b i t i o n  cases  i n  an  unsympsthetic environment ( o r  i n  s torage  rooms) 

r e l i c s  of t he  p a s t ,  Museums sorvo t h e i r  purpose, b u t  t h i s  new p r o j e c t ,  has a  

f a r  v i d e r  and more v i t a l  purpose. 

The National  Gal le ry  of t he  American Ind ian  w i l l  cooperate  w i th  these  

e x i s t i n g  Ind ian  organiza t ions  and museums snd has been sssured of t h e i r  co- 

operat ion.  It w i l l  be a  dynamic fo rce  i n  American c u l t u r a l  l i f e ,  b r ing ing  t o  

the white man a  r e a l i z a t i o n  of the  c o n t r i b u t i o n  the  red man has t o  o f f e r ,  f o r  

t he  continued enrichment of our l i v e s .  It w i l l  popular ize American Ind ian  

c u l t u r e ,  which be ing  p r imi t ive  i s  b a s i c  and sound, a  symbol of those enduring 

q u a l i t i e s  of c h a r a c t e r  and philosophy with which most white men, i n  t h i s  age 

o f  a lmost  insane  r u s h ,  worry and c o n f l i c t ,  have un fo r tuna te ly  l o s t  c o n t a c t ,  

q u a l i t i e s  necessary t o  poise and balance and enjoyment of phases of l i f e  f o r -  

go t t en  i n  our i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s .  

Methods planned by the  National  Gal le ry  of t h e  American Ind ian  w i l l  

s t imu la t e  sympathetic i n t e r e s t  i n  the  l i v i n g  I n d i a n ,  i n  a  l i v i n g  c u l t u r e ,  (For 

the  concept of the  Indians  a s  a  "vanishing racen must be r e v i s e d ) .  It w i l l  

s t r e s s  the  h i t h e r t o  neglected s p i r i t u a l  a spec t  o f  Ind ian  l i f e ,  the a e s t h e t i c ,  

t h e  c u l t u r a l  va lues ,  r s t h e r  than  the  narrowly i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  

approach t o  Ind ian  l i f e ,  end thus  supplement t he  work of the an th ropo log i s t  

and the e t h n o l o g i s t  and of t he  ord inary  museum. There w i l l  be permanent and 

s p e c i a l  e x h i b i t i o n s  of the  f i n e s t  ava i l ab l e  examples of Ind ian  a r t s  and c r a f t s  

c ~ t  t he  g a l l e r y  and on t o u r  of schools  and co l l eges ,  fomen's c l u b s ,  publ ic  

l i b r a r i e s ,  and o the r  educa t iona l ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  c u l t u r a l  and c i v i c  o r g a n i ~ ~ a t i o n s  , 


