
"A lg  ona c , " Newburgh, New ~ o r k  
I n t e r i o r  Building 
Viashington, Do C. 
Ju ly  18, 1937 

M r .  George W. Flodget t ,  
Box 74, 
Santa Fe, Nev? Mexico 

My dear  Mr. Blodyett:  

I had heard from Miss Ma lv ina  Hoffman before  she  went t o  Europe of 
t h e  work i n  which you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  concerning a n  Ind ian  ~ u s e w n  a t  Wash- 
ing ton ,  and I t o l d  her  t h a t  I would do what I could t o  he lp  a long  t h e  
p ro j ec t .  

The P ro jec t  i s  of a  good d e a l  of importance, and I also t h i n k  a  ve ry  
s u i t a b l e  s i t e  can be found f o r  it near  t h e  Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  i n  
Washington* 

I note  wi th  i n t e r e s t  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  l e t t p r  of William A l l e n  White. 
There i s  no doubt about  it t h a t  he w i l l  have a  good d e a l  of in f luence  on 
t h e  p r o j e c t  and w i l l  h e l p  i f  he can. 

I have been f o r  some years  on t h e  board of t h e  Carnagie I n s t i t u t i o n  
and have v i s i t e d  Yucatan where they  have been f o r  a  number of years  making 
researches .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  no i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  has done more i n  a q u i e t ,  
i n t e l l i g - e n t  may than  t h e  Carnegie has and t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t  of what t hey  have 
done i n  Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras i s  v e r y  ev ident ;  t h a t  i s ,  while t h i s  
work which t h e y  have done i s  archaeological and h i s t o r i c a l ,  it has had more 
e f f e c t  i n  improving our r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Lat in  America than  almost  a  11 t h e  
d ip lomat ic  s e r v i c e  t h a t  we have been maintaining,  

Sometime when you a r e  i n  t h e  Eas t ,  I n i s h  you would v i s i t  a  museum near  
Newport News, TTir~in ia  , which t h e  Huntington fami ly  have e s t ab l i shed  i n  mem- 
ory of t h e  l a t ~  C. P. Huntington. It is  a n  i n t ~ r ~ s t i n g  m r i n e  museum but  one 
of t h e  t h i n g s  I p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e  about it  i s  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  of t h e  des ign  and 
i t s  inexpensive na ture .  I cannot he lp  th inking  t h a t  a  simple one-story museum 
l i k e  t h i s  i s  l e s s  t i r i n g  and more impressive t h a n  museums designed wi th  mult i -  
p l e  g a l l e r i e s  f i l l e d  wi th  a  n e a l t h  of ma t e r i a  1. The Fogg Museum a t  Harvard 
Un ive r s i t y  i s  a l s o  a good example of a rnusoum which docs not a t tempt  t o  show 
t o o  much a t  once, but which, through s e p a r a t e  s tudy  rooms, g ives  a n  opportun- 
i t y  t o  s tudcn t s  t o  S P R  many examplps of a r t .  Tho n e ~ d s  of t h e  s tuden t s  and 
t h e  needs of t h e  g e n e r a l  publ ic  i n  s tudying a r t i s t i c  or h i s t o r i c  data  a r e  
not t h e  same, and shon windows on F i f t h  Avenue i n  Now York C i t y  impress t h e  
publ ic  mar@ by t h e i r  r e s t r a i n t  i n  showing works of a r t  t h l n  a  muscwn l i k e  tho  
Metropol i tan which crowds i n t o  one case  f i f t y  d i f f e r e n t  ob jec ts ,  

I am rncovering from a  s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s  and opr r2 t ion ,  and am t ak ing  it 
r a t h e r  easy t h i s  summer, but  s h a l l  hopo t o  g e t  i n  touch  wi th  you t h i s  f a l l ,  

S i n c ~ r m l y  yours,  

Cha i rm n, 


