
May 5, 1937 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  

George W. Blodget t  
New York C i ty  

Dear George, 

I am glad t o  hear  t h a t  your e f f o r t s  a r e  producing such good r e s u l t s .  
I am enclos ing  a  very t e n t a t i v e  p l a n  which shows i n  what d i r e c t i o n  I am th ink -  -- 
inn.  The more I work o n . t h i s  p r o j e c t  and f i n d  out  what o ther  museums have 
done with Ind ian  m a t e r i a l ,  the-more I am convinced t h a t  a  comparative an thro-  
po log ica l  approach i s  the  r i g h t  one. Museums, l i k e  the  F ie ld  i n  Chicago f o r  
example, have r e a l l y  e x c e l l e n t  Indian  m a t e r i a l ,  b u t  it i s  shown without  any 
s p e c i f i c  plan and i n  a b u i l d i n g  so i l l - s u i t e d  f o r  the  proper d i s p l a y  o f  ex- 
h i b i t s  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  most eonfusing. For i n s t a n c e ,  b r i e f l y  t o  i l l u s t r a t e ;  
a  g l a s s  case of Cree garments w i l l  ad jo in  a case of another  t r i b e ' s  p o t t e r y ,  
and ad jacen t  w i l l  be t he  model of a  Pawnee s a c r i f i c e  ceremony. No a t tempt  i s  
made t o  p re sen t  a  s i n g l e  cu l tu re  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  and t o  p lace  i t  f o r  comparison 
i n  t o t o  with o the r  c u l t u r e s .  I f  one could see  presented ,  f o r  example, a  f a i r l y  -- 
complete p i c t u r e  of a Northwest c u l t u r e  such a s  t h e  t o t e m i s t i c  Kwakiutl com- 
pared wi th  s i m i l a r  p i c t u r e s  of Navajo, I r o q u o i s ,  Zuni c u l t u r e s ,  one would g e t  
a  much c l e a r e r  i d e a  of t h e  v a r i e t y  and r i chness  of Ind ian  l i f e .  

So I have begun t o  see  a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  theme of t h i s  museum a  c i r c u -  
l a r  room with a  domed c e i l i n g  which i s  divided i n t o  sec t ions .  Each s e c t i o n  
would be a l l o t t e d  t o  a d i f f e r e n t  Indian  c u l t u r a l  group and would c o n s i s t  of 
1 )  Model; 2 )  Chart ;  3) Show Case: t he  model g iv ing  an i d e a  of group l i f e ,  
n a t u r a l  surroundings,  phys ica l  t y p e ,  e t c . ;  t h e  c h a r t  e l a b o r a t i n g  t h i s  spec i -  
f i c  c u l t u r e  by we l l  worked-out v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l ,  p lu s  concise commentary; and 
the  show case conta in ing  a c t u a l  examples of costume, ornament, u t e n s i l s ,  
b a s k e t s ,  e  t c .  

The fo l lowing  l i s t ,  g o t t e n  from pamphlets put ou t  by F. H, Douglas 
of the Denver A r t  Iduseurn seems p r e t t y  complete: Tribes and Locations---Map, 
Physique, Houses, Clo th ing ,  Food Supply, Ar ts  and C r a f t s ,  Basket M a t e r i a l s ,  
Basket Shapes, Basket Uses, Blankets ,  Dyes, Carving, Metalwork, Games, Totem 
Poles ,  Dancing and Music, T r iba l  Organiza t ion ,  Customs, Rel ig ion ,  Contact wi th  
Whites. If a l l  t h i s  was presented f o r  each Indian  c u l t u r e  i n  an o rde r ly  fash-  
i o n  i n  a room planned f o r  j u s t  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  I t h i n k  it would go f a r  
towards achieving some r ecogn i t i on  of the  Indians ' con t r ibu t ion  t o  t h e  American 
'consciousnessc '  

I n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h i s  c i r c u l a r  room t h e r e  could be s e t  i n  t he  f l o o r  
a r e l i e f  map of t h e  U. S. showing the l o c a t i o n  of a l l  Ind ian  groups wi th  d i s -  
t i n c t i v e  c o l o r s  f o r  the c u l t u r e s ,  and symbols f o r  the  t r i b e s ,  w i th in  these  
c u l t u r e s .  By t h e  use of these  symbols and c o l o r s ,  every th ing  i n  t h e  museum 
could be l inked  toge ther .  The models would be p a r t l y  three-dimensional and 
p a r t l y  painted on the w a l l s ,  with t h e  back wa l l  f lowing i & o  the domed c e i l i n g ,  
r ep re sen t ing  t h e  sky. Real water  could be used i n  t h e  models where ca l l ed  f o r ,  
adding l i f e  t o  the room. 

I need ha rd ly  remark, however, t h a t  I am not  a n  an th ropo log i s t  and 
j u s t  what should be included i n  each model and j u s t  how many models t h e r e  
should b e ,  I don ' t  know. I f  you f e e l  t h a t  my thoughts a r e  going i n  t he  


