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- 3 .  There i s  a need fo r  an understanding of Indian culture, customs, 

habits, etc., on the par t  of those who work with the  Indians i n  order 

t o  give the Indian confidence and secure h i s  cooperation so tha t  he w i l l  

obtain full benefi ts  of the health f a c i l i t i e s  available t o  him, 

4. This group recommends t h a t  a source of information be available 

i n  the form of health education so  tha t  the Indians w i l l  know the health 

services tha t  a re  available t o  them and how t o  secure these services, on 

what basis, and the responsibil i ty tha t  they have regarding the services 

they receive. 

5. There should be some method of encouraging Indians to  study i n  

the various professional f i e lds  related to  health education, such a s  doctors, 

nurses, laboratory technicians, x-ray special is ts ,  etc., i n  order t h a t  they 

can be t te r  serve the Indian population. 

6. The group reconwends t h a t  the American Indian Ins t i tu t e  request the 

State of Oklahoma and the federal government t o  i n s t i t u t e  a ser ies  of p i l o t  

studies i n  three o r  four areas which are  predominently of Indian population 

f o r  a health demonstration t o  improve the health of tha t  area. The p i l o t  

study would be under the direction of the State  Department of Health, with 

a carefully selected staff who would have an understanding of the Indian 

and h is  needs. 

After addi t ional  discussion, the conference approved the report  of the 

health group. d 
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