
enjoyment of the i r  r ights ,  property, and religion," This obligation was reaffirm- 

ed i n  Acts of 1884 and 1891, i n  which the United States  restated the r igh t  of the 

natives of Alaska t o  "the possession of any lands actually i n  the i r  use or occupa- 

t ion  or  now claimed by themwtt 

Recognizing the need f o r  a def ini t ive statenlent of land and water r ights  of 

k r l u k  Village, the Secretary of the Inter ior  established the Karluk Reservation 

i n  May 194.3 by Public Land Order No,, 128 under the authority vested i n  thd Secre- 

ta ry  of the In ter ior  by tlie Alaska Indian Welfare Act of 1936, The reservation 

included the tidelands and waters 3,000 f e e t  from shore a s  par t  of the tradition- 

a l  area used and occupied by the natives of Karluk and indispensable t o  t h e i r  

economic l i f e ,  In MElrch 1944 the Secretary fur ther  approved and promulgated Com- 

mcrcial Fishang Regulations f o r  Alaska which included the prohibition of commerc- 

i a l  salmon fishing i n  Karluk Reservation waters, save a s  the Native Village of 

Ibrluk, now a municipal corporation, authorized and licensed such fishing, 

The modest licensing system established by the Village was complied with 

readily by a l l  fishermen who used Karluk waters incxuding a l l  who were fishing 

f o r  the companies, None the less ,  the fishing companies took precipi ta te  action 

to  enjoin the enforcement of these fishing regulations and t o  have the Public 

Land Order under which Ka.rluk waters a re  par t  of the Reservation d e c k e d  invalid, 

Action was begun on June 25, 1946 by Grimes Packing Company, Kadiak Fisheries 

Company, Libby, McNeill and Libby, Frank McConaghy and Co,, Inc., Parks Canning 

Coo, Inc., Scan Juan Fishing Ilnd Packing Company, and Uganik Fisheries, Inc, a s  

P le in t i f f s .  Frank Hynes, Regional Director of the Fish and Mildlife Service of 

the Department of the In ter ior  was named as  Defendant, The defendant was friendly 

t o  the action of the p l a in t i f f s ,  and had appcrsntly been persuaded by them, pr ior  

t o  the su i t ,  t o  threaten t o  nrrcst  a l l  fishermen who were fishing fo r  the compan- 

$cs--an empty gesture, since a l l  had complied with the regulations* 


