
W, Harold Raf f 
Gables Hotel 
Weatherford, Okl&howh 

I ilava your inquiry an2 take pleasure i n  %elling what you I. can. 
Please give  Mrs. gful.?row my k indes t  regarde. 

Tile b ( ~ r i a & n  Indians mdte the i r  war ;mint f ro3  colored earth, o r  
.bntas crushad i n  sr mortar :)r ruo~cd o f f  onto a i lat  8tqne i n t o  B powder and 

applied with pe&ce or water t the skin ,  with a .pall ,114 o r  p r w t i v e  brush 
or w i t h  the hand, They &ti no t  use biiir b r  ltshes. Sorna w.:e t h e i r  red paint 
frolp wi i i t e  clay trwn~cl rcd i n t o  43 kind of br ick ~ u s t .  Favorite colora 8em 
to have beem blue, white, red, green, yellow an : black. Wnmtitcr 8nrot;lirnes 
aup;>liati then with md (oxif11 of *on), Other ninrsral~ m p p l i e d  mn t pezint8, 
However, same green anr; blue t a i n t s  were inah from the  sonurn of stagnant pools, 
&fed and pu3.v~ isad. Indians made long Journey@ tc) fint: material8 t o  be taalie 
itito paint. Irfm paint  was applied primwily fir protection i n  b a t t l e  and tka 
d~atigrrs were those prcbscrribe by supei,natural helperpi wen i n  visions. If 
the re  was tW before the fip$t began, wery warnfor covered hfmsif with t h i s  
magic aruor, sang h i s  sacred 8ong an.A mt through any other rou t ines  reqired 
by h i e  mmt;dieinzbi'. I f  a warrior ~ocj le ty  went t o  battle i n  a body, 1131 would 
wear the pa in t  required by their ox-.der. ' h a  mtrn who ha no viaion boug it t h i s  
protection f r m  someone who had. Somcttiaen ths! war paint belonged t o  the sa- 
crc~i ahie ld  or  weapon car *fed by the warrior, Xf stars or cresoents  or f~ thc r r  
designs were inc i~ded ,  Icather patehaa i n  these pattern8 were cu t  out and 
a t m k  t . 3  t h e  skin arid painted earaunu. War paint a130 liiipbt inLri<tattr a man's 
w a r  honars, or be Zntaniied par t ly  t o  intimidate the  erieay. When the f i g h t  
wae over, a victorious prarrion: p a i n t d  himX a l l  over w i t h  powdered charcoal, 
arince t he  n E i r e v b f  was wm out. Paint  was o f t e n  applie,: with t h e  hana aftcr 
it had bch~rl workeci intq a )al l  of talltcnv, When white t raders  arrived, the  In- 
dians aofm 1 .arne:i t o  p ~ e f  er va ,mi l i o n  to burne:~ earth, wicl other Furopean pcLnts 
t o  the  old d u l l  earth colors they had med before, Srlella were com+ionly used 
f o r  c~tps 111 which t*) nix pa in t ,  Sometimes paint,  mixed with watfir, waa sprayed 
on frorn t h e  mouth ( the  primitiva spray-gin), 

You elA find a m~ttniing on painting i n  mod detailad accounts if F a r e  
m)nise. ISorseyte b ~ o k  tho Cheyenne Sun:anca and bo(sks on %ha Cheyenne 
m a  Arapaho Sun.rmce and Ibhrrke 021 the Sundance published by the Fic.2:i Museum 
~f Ohictrgo srme th i r ty  years ago ma laviah2.y illustrated inc luding color  


