
Please Reply to 
Chappell House, 1300 Logan Street 
Denver 3, Colorado 

T H E  D E N V E R  A R T  M U S E U M  
CITY A N D  COUNTY BUILDING, CIVIC CENTER 
A N D  CHAPPEU HOUSE, 1300 LOGAN STREET 

DENVER, COLORADO 

September 29, 1547 

Pro fes so r  Walter S. Campbell 
Dept. of English 
Un ive r s i t y  of Gklahoma 
Norman, Okla . 
Dear P ro fe s so r  Campbell: 

I have delayed answering your ve ry  i n f o r m t i v e  l e t t e r  about  t h e  f o u r  horns war bonnet 
because I wanted t o  send you a  photograph of it. But t h e r e  have been so many de lays  i n  
g e t t i n g  a  p i c t u r e  taken t h a t  I h v e  decided t o  w r i t e  you anyway, and send t h e  photo l a t e r .  
The bonnet has  been e n t i r e l y  recondit ioned and mounted s o  t h ~ t  you w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  g e t  
a  good idea  of it when you do g e t  t he  p ic ture .  

I deeply  apprec ia ted  t h e  mass of i n f o r m t i o n  which you took t h e  t r o u b l e  t o  send me. There 
i s  no longer  any doubt i n  my mind a s  t o  who t h e  m a  ca l l ed  "Four ~ o r n s "  a c t u a l l y  was. It  
i s  of course excess ive ly  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  I could & good evidence t y i n g  my bonnet t o  
S i t t i n g  Bul l f  s  uncle.  

Since wr i t i ng  you another  specimen from t h e  same c o l l e c t i o n  a s  t h e  bonnet has  come i n  t o  us. 
I t  i s  one of t h e  old s c a l p  s h i r t s  of t h e  type worn i n  t h e  e a r l y  days by a  few grea t  leaders .  
A f a i r l y  learned old Sioux who l i v e s  i n  Denver t o l d  me t h n t  only t h e  g r e a t e s t  men had s h i r t s  
of t h i s  type  and t h a t  he would no t  dream of even p u t t i n g  it on j u s t  t o  see  haw it looked! 
The s l l i r t  i s  cu t  t o  t h e  o l d e s t  p a t t e r n  which Wissler  g ives .  The f r o n t  and back a r e  made 
from t h e  body and hind l egs  of two dee r  sk ins  and t h e  s l eeves  a r e  made from t h e  folded 
shoulders  and f r o n t  legs .  Around t h e  shoulder  seams and down t h e  s leeves  a r e  small  bunches 
of human h a i r  wrapped i n  porcupine q u i l l s  dyed yel low wit11 wolf moss. The s l eeves  a r e  
caught t oge the r  nea r  t h e  w r i s t s  bu t  t h e  f r o n t  and back a r e  no t  attactled. The upper h a l f  
i s  i r r e g u l a r l y  smeared wi th  a  blue e a r t h  pa in t  and t h e  bottom h a l f  i s  s imile  r l y  t r e a t e d  
w i t h  yellow. C)n each s i d e  of t h e  f r o n t  and back and down t h e  s l eeves  t h e r e  i s  a  long 
red zigzag. The t r i a n g u l a r  neck f l a p  i s  v e r t i c a l l y  divided i n t o  red-brmm and blue. From 
t h e  bottom of t h e  neck f l a p s  t h e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  hung fou r  s ca lps  mounted on hoops b u t  only 
one remains today. 

The most i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  abou t  t he  old s l ~ i r t  i s  t h e  complete absence of any q u i l l e d  o r  
beaded bands on t h e  shoulders  and down t h e  s leeves.  If Wiss le r  i s  co r r ec t  i n  th inking  
t h a t  t h e  shoulder  bands were suggested by t h e  epau le t s  on army uniforms, t h e  absence of 
any such th ings  on t h i s  s h i r t  might suggest  a n  e a r l y  1 9 t h  century o r i g i n  f o r  it. 
Ey old Sioux f r i e n d  here  t e l l s  me t h a t  t h e s e  s h i r t s  were passed from f a t h e r  t o  son and 
n o t  buried wi th  any given owner. 

I p l a n  t o  have a  colored s l i d e  made of t h i s  s h i r t  and w i l l  send you one i f  yo1 wish. 

Very t r u l y  yours,  

3 -N ThgL 
F, H. Douglas, c u r a t o r  
Dept. of Native A r t  
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