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Professor W. S. Campbell 
University of Oklahamsl 
Norman, Okla. 

Dear Professor Campbell: 

We have recently acquired a remarkable Sioux war bonnet which was 
collected about 1 .  a t  _Fort I a w e .  The bonnet nas  acquired by 
an Army f r e igh t  wagon dr iver  mmed Walker and remined i n  h i s  family 
u n t i l  t h i s  year. Both cap and t ra i l  a r e  made of buffalo hide and 
t he  only t r ace  of the white man a r e  two t i n y  pieces of red strouding 
and a few old beads on a l i t t l e  medioine near the  foo t  of the  t r a i l .  
The crown i s  made of wing feathers  and t h e  t r a i l  of t a i l  feathers,  
both f r a n  a mature golden eagle. The brow band i s  a s t r i p  of buffa lo  
skin  with long hair .  

The most in te res t ing  d e t a i l  of the bonnet i s  t he  presence of four 
horns, one over t he  forehead, two on t he  s ides  and one a t  t he  back. 
The f ron t  horn i s  apparently t he  t i p  of s mountain sheep horn while 
the  others a r e  buffalo. Those over t he  ea r s  have been nioely shaped 
by oarving. 

The presenoe of these horns oombined wi th  the  time and p h o e  of col- 
l ec t ion  na tura l ly  bring up speculations as t o  whether t h i s  headgear may 
have belonged t o  t he  Sioux of t h a t  period named 'Four ~orns ' .  What I 
want t o  f ind out from you i s  the  iden t i f i ea t ion  of t h i s  person. I n  

our l i f e  of S i t t i n g  Bull you mention an uncle by t h a t  name. But 
cLaughlin and t he  Handbook of American Indians re fe r  t o  S i t t i n g  Bull1s 

f a the r  having had t h a t  name, or  S i t t i n g  Bull  himself as a young man. 

Have you come aoross any t r ad i t i ons  which might l i nk  t h i s  bonnet with 
an ac tua l  person and can you s t ra ighten me out a s  t o  whom t h e  name belonged? 

Very t r u l y  yours, 

F. H. ~ o u ~ l a s ,  cu a t  or f Dept. of Native Arte 
FHD: IGG 


