
"Randolph  ento ton) heard t h a t  t h e  b e s t  way t o  e x t r a c t  a n  
arrow was t o  push it  on through, and then,  having cu t  off t h e  
iron-barbed head, t o  withdraw the  naked s h a f t ;  or--if push- 
ing the  arrow through seemed dangerous t o  l i f e - - t o  wai t  u n t i l  
the  tiboll had softened the  sinews fas t en fng  the  head t o  the  
s h a f t ,  when the  s h a f t  might e a s i l y  be drawn away, l eav ing  
the  h.ead i n  the  wound. Then t h e  head might, perhaps, be 
butchered out w i t h  a skinning kni feer r  

I bel ieve  t h a t  it would be impossible t o  t e l l  from the s ize ,  
shape, o r  ma te r i a l  of a s t e e l  arrow-point, the name of t h e  t r i b e  
which made or  used the  point* 

In 1840, the  Kiowas, Comanches, Apaches, Cheyennes and Arapa- 
hoes had a Council of peace on the Arkansas River, below Bent's 
For t ,  i n  what is norv Bent County, Colorado. The a n c e s t r a l  home of 
the  Kiowas was i n  and about t h e  Wichita Mountains i n  Southwestern 
Oklahoma. The Comanches ranged the P a a a n d l e  of Texas. According- 
l y ,  the  Panhandle of  Oklahoma was probably crossed  by member of 
both t r i b e s  on t h e i r  way t o  the Council. I n  1838, the Cheyennes 
and Arapahoes had fought a drawn b a t t l e  wi th  t h e  Kiowqs, Comanches 
and Apaches on Wolf Creek, which heads i n  tho Texas Panhandle and 
flows eastward i n t o  Oklahoma. The Cheyennes and Arapahoes must 
have t raversed  t h i s  por t ion  of Oklahoma on t h e i r  way t o  the b a t t l e .  
It i s  my opinion t h a t  a l l  of t h e  t r i b e s  mentioned were using s t e e l  
points  t o  some ex ten t  about t h a t  time. l'he Santa Fe t r a i l  c ross ing  
\Vestern Cimarron County was car ry ing  t r a f f i c  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  The 
white t r a d e r  was no longer  a novelty t o  the  Pla ins  Indian. 

Captain W. S. Nye, wr i t ing  i n  the  "Daily Oklahomanrt January 
30, 1938, and r e f e r r i n g  to the  Kiowas and Comanchees, s t a t e s t  

"Unfortunately, the  outbroall: of the C i v i l  War caused the 
United S t a t e s  f o r c e s  t o  be withdrawn from the a rea ,  and the  
Confederates d i d  not place s t rong  gar r i sons  there in ;  a s  a 
consequence the Indians again  commenced t o  depredate. Texas 
was not  t h e  only s t a t e  t o  s u f f e r  from these  forays. Kansas 
and New Mexioo began t o  f e e l  t h e  t h r e a t  of t h e  iron-barbed 
arrow and t h e  sca lp ing  knife." 

In  1860 t h e  Santa Fe t r a i l  carr 'ied i ts  g r e a t e s t  t r a f f i c .  I n  1864 
K i t  Carson and Government t r o o p s h d  a b ig  b a t t l e  with the  Comanches, 
Kiowa, Arapahoes; Carson was aided by Utes and Apaches. Frobably, 
the a r r o e u s e d  i n  t h i s  b a t t l e  were pointed wi th  s t e e l .  I n  1868, 
Col. A. We Evans w i t h  government t roops ahd a b a t t l e  w i t h  about 
200 Comanches and Kiowas ( i n  Kiowa County, Oklahoma?). It is i n t e r -  


