
I bel ieve  were found loca l ly .  The l a r g e s t  has  been described. 
The smal l e s t  i s  1 7/16 inches i n  length ,  with a  nqximum width of 
11/16 inches. The poin ts  a r e  a l l  very s i m i l a r  i n  cons t ruc t ion  
having a  shank, indented from the sha ide r ,  and o r d i n a r i l y  s e r r -  
a t ed ,  and a  shoulder which is genera l ly  s loping  but i s  sometimes 
rounded or  s t r a i g h t ,  The edges of the  poin ts  t o  the t i p  a r e  
bevelled. 

Many of my poin ts  show marks t h a t  may have been caused by a 
ch i se l .  A point  could have been e a s i l y  made with t h e  use of two 
t o o l s ,  a c h i s e l  and a  f i l e .  Some of the  poin ts  could have been 
shaped with a  hack-saw, A gr inding s tone  could have been used 
t o  sharpen the  edges r a t h e r  than  a  f i l e .  Many of the  s h a f t s  of 
the  poin ts ,  i n  f a c t  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of them, show grooves t h a t  
could hard ly  have been c u t  by 8 s tone ,  s i n c e  they a r e  s o  narrow 
and s o  deep, t h a t  they a  pyear t o  have been c u t  wi th  a  r a t  t a i l  
f i l e .  S ix  of the  nineteen poin ts  show marks which could have 
been caused by a  c h i s e l .  These n~arkings commonly occur near and 
about tha bass as:  

The copper poin t  shows a  d i s t i n c t  s c a r  3/8 inches In  l eg th ,  which 
might have been caused by a  ch i se l .  Twelve out of s i x t e e n  poin ts  
show t h e  s e r r a t e d  base. A l l  have bevel led edges. 

The mate r i a l  of t h e  points  undoubtedly came o r i g i n a l l y  from 
a  white wagon t r a i n  or set t lement .  There would have been scraps  
of i r o n  and s t e e l  about every f r o n t i e r  se t t lement  and wagon t r a i n  
which could have been used. Logical ma te r i a l  which from i t s  
thickness  and composition might have been used, would include: 
The t i r e s  of a wagon wheel. FiZe s. Frying pans, Knife blades. 
Barre l  Hoops. "war Pathtt,  the  biography of a  Sioux warr ior ,  by 
Stanley v e s t a l ,  contains the  following references  : 

"One day the Minniconjop went i n t o  camp on Thick T1'imber River 
(The L i t t l e  IJ issouri)  , northwest of Slim Buttes. The people were 
going t o  run  b i f fa lo .  Makes-Room s a i d  t o  the boy: "Son, I want 
you t o  r i d e  with t h e  hunters  today. Try and k i l l  a  calf'." Though 
Looks-f or-Home s t i l l  made and used s tone  arrow-heads , 
Makes-Room prefer red  i r o n  ones made from a  f r y i n g  pan. Accordingly 
he sharpened t e n  arrows f o r  h i s  son, s t rung  h i s  bow, and together  
they rode out t o  the hun ten  p. 16 (1861) 

And i n  descr ib ing  the equipment of Pu'hite Bull ,  a s  he rode t o  
the b a t t l e  known as  the  Fetterman Fight ,  when the  Sioux and Chey- 
enne destroyed the  e n t i r e  force  of Captain W.J. Fetterman, on 
December 21, 18668 


