
they been meant f o r  huntfng, the arrow head had been f i rmly  
secured s o  the arrow might be recovered e n t i r e .  Nany of t h k i r  
arrow heads were made of hard wood fas tened on cane sha f t s .  
During t h i s  ceremonial the  women fea te red  the a r r o ~ s  , l a sh ing  
two o r  throe  f e a t h e r s  onto the  s h a f t  with sinew. The measure- 
ment of each arrow and bow was the  l eng th  and str t h  of t h e  
arm of t h e  warr ior  who was t o  do the shooting.1f (9ETheir copper 
came f r o m  the  r i c h  copper d s t r i c t  i n  Polk County, ea Tennessee. 
James He Malone, ope c i t e  p33, The Chickasaw Arrow, 
e t c  . , information obtained from Handbook of America-n Indian, 
B u l l e t i n  30, Par t  1, p9OOff) 

The Pla ins  Indian, u n t i l  h i s  sub jec t ion  by government 
t roops ,  was a  supreme i n d i v i d u a l i s t ,  and h i s  c i v i l i z a t i o n  was 
t h a t  of the  European many hundreds of years  ago. The Pla ins  
Indian never discovered the  s e c r e t  of smelt ing iron. The s t e e l  
poin ts  which he  used i n  the  l a s t  years  of h i s  supremacy have 
been i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  me f o r  the  reason t h a t  they mark a  t r a n s i t -  
ion  between an ancient  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and t h e  more h ighly  developed 
one of the white invader. The Indian took from the in t ruder  a  
new element and fashioned from i t  a weapon w i t h  which t o  combat 
him. Perhaps the  f i rs t  s t e e l  a nd i r o n  a r t i f a c t s  used by na t ive  
t r i b e s  were l o s t  by Coronado during h i s  search f o r  the  Seven 
C i t i e s  of Cibola s ince  he is supposed by many h i s t o r i a n s  t o  have 
penetrated the  Panhandle of Oklahoma. The thought occurs t h a t  
the na t ive  would first t r y  t o  use the  weapon i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
s t a t e .  That is, if it were a  lance he might mount it on a  new 
s h a f t  but  he would not t r y  t o  rework the  o r i g i n a l  weapon i n t o  
something d i f f e r e n t .  Af te r  the e a r l y  expedi t ions,  contac ts  wi th  
Europelam would have become more numerous. The Spaniards s e t  
up an  empire i n  the  Southwest; the  French were t r ad ing  and t rapp-  
ing on the  Great Plains and the Mississ ippi ;  and the  English and 
S c o t t i s h  t r a d e r s  were going beyond the  f r o n t i e r s .  Rent's For t  
on the  Arkansas River and loca ted  i n  what i s  now Bent County, 
Colorado, was es t ab l i shed  i n  1826. The Southern branch of t h e  
Santa Fe t r a i l  was surveyed i n  1827. 

Guessing, I would say t h a t  s t e e l  poin ts  d id  not become 
common t o  t h i s  a rea  u n t i l  sometime & f t e r  1840. By t h a t  t ime 
the  Indian and the  t r a d e r  or  t r apper  would have come i n  con- 
t a c t  wi th  each o ther  many times. The Indian would have learned 
t o  work s t e e l .  

D u r i n g ;  t h e  pas t  th ree  o r  four  years I have found f o u r  metal 
points.  Three were of s t e e l  or  i ron;  the  other  was of copper. 
Two were found on the  o ld  Easterwood Ranch, northwest of  G w o n  
i n  an extensive camp s i t e  on Goff Creek. These poin ts  a r e  about 
the  same s i z e  - 1 3/4 inches i n  length,  although the  base of one 
has been destroyed. I found the l a r g e s t  point  i n  my c o l l e c t i o n  
(3 7/$ inches i n  l e n g t h ) ,  on tho bar ren  s i d e  of a  h i l l  i n  the  
same l o c a l i t y .  The t h r e e  poin ts  above mentioned were found on 
c u l t i v a t e d  land which had eroded t o  the  hard pan. The copper 
point  was found near the  Hansford County l i n e ,  south of Guymon, 
on the  sod. The base o r  shank of t h i s  point  i s  a l s o  missing. 
A t  t h e  present  t i m e  I have nineteen metal  points ,  a l l  of which 


