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The drouth and a t t endan t  dus t  storms of the  pas t  few years 
have been a  boon t o  those persons who reve l  i n  the  c u l t u r e s  of 
the past .  Wind eros ion  on many a  h i l l  has removed t h e  t o p  s o i l  
and the  vegeta t ion ,  exposing the  imperishable implements and 
a r t i f a c t s  of t h e  American Indian, who once hunted buffa lo ,  where 
the  t r a c t o r  now p u l l s  t h e  plow. A s  t he  anatomist  c u t s  t h e  f l e s h  
from the  bone i n  order t o  study t h e  human body, s o  fhe dus t  
storms have f l ayed  t h i s  country and exposed profusely f o r  a  time, 
reminders of a  dead c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

A shee t  of paper placed above an  arrow point  w i l l  e f f e c t i v e l y  
h ide  it. So w i l l  a  l a y e r  of s o f l  an e igh th  of an  inch i n  th ick-  
ness. But when t h a t  s o i l  i s c a r r l e d  i n t o  the clouds the  point  w i l l  
appear upon the  su r face  a s  c?l.aarly a s  the day i t  was dropped. 

It is  my purpose t o  d iscuss  i n  t h i s  paper a  type of arrow- 
point  occas ional ly  found i n  Texas County, Oklahoma, and the  surr- 
ounding country. The paper contains  many conjec tures  and few 
f a c t s .  

l e a r n  i n  h i s t o r y  t h a t  anc ient  man i n  Europe progressed 
through a s tone  age, i n t o  one of Bronze, and thence i n t o  an Age 
of Iron. The f i r s t  bronze c e l t s  were shape8 ve ry  s i m i l a r l y  t o  
those of f l i n t ,  which had been used p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time. With 
the  except ion of copper, s i l v e r  and gold,  I know of no metal 
worked by an American Indian c i % f l i z a t i o n .  Janet  Bond, i n  an  
a r t i c l e  s t y l e d  '!The Aboriginal Chickashaw Nation," (Chronicles 
of Oklahoma, Dec. 1937, page 404) i n f e r s  t h a t  a t  the  time DeSoto 
v i s i t e d  the Chickasaws i n  Miss iss ippi  (1541) t h a t  they  were using 
copper arrow poin ts  : 

" A s  a  precaut ion,  however, they probably arranged f o r  a n  
arrow-making ceremonial. The arrow makers from a l l  over the  
Chickasaw t e r r i t o r y  probably came t o  tvl~atever town was the  
Great Town of t h e  trike. f o r  t h . i s  ceremonial and wont eager ly  
t o  work on t h e i r  ammunition i n  case the  peace t m t y l s  smoke 
should d i s p e l  i t s e l f  i n t o  a  mirage." 

"Their arrowheads were made of f l i n t  and o ther  v a r i e t i e s  27 of s tone a s  w e l l  a s  bone, horn, a n t l e r ,  s h e l l ,  wood and copper. 
Slender f l i n t  arrow-heads were l e s s  than  two inches long. 
Thick or  s t rong  arrowheads were much shor ter .  "Solid f l e s h  
being almost a s  r e s i s t a n t  as  rubber could not be penetrated 
by a  l a r g e  projectile unlessv  propelled b  more fb rce  than  a 
Chicksaw's arm could twang out of a  bow. 2g11 

"The shape of the  arrowhead was t r i a n g u l a r  or  poLnted 
oval  and these  the Chiakaaaws were making during t h i s  ceremon- 
i a l  were loose ly  a t tached t o  the  s h a f t  so  t h a t  they would r e -  
main i n  the wound, fo r  these  arrows were meant f o r  waro Had. 


