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Dear Nr. Vestal: 

Yow recent extension on your l i f e  af S i t t i n g  B-ull  
shows s o  much knovledge of Indians tha t  i t  may be you can 
solve a puzzle f o r  me. 

Though I could speak the sign language i n  my yau"c1 
and though Z have had many bows made f o r  me, I can never 
remember fo r  cer ta in  seeing m old Indian use one. 

Early dramings of Indians i n  the 1600s invariably 
show the archer holding the bow i n  h i s  r i g h t  hand and the 
arrow against hi3 side. Evidently he jibus$ with the bow 
instead of 9-ng on the string after the manner of the 
English archer, 

It seems t o  me tha t  I remember old-timers t e l l ing  
me t h i s  i n  the days of ny youth -- white men, I mean, and 
they said t h i s  was why the vestem sixshooter man $hoved 
his gun f h m u u l  after he had brought it Elown. The move- 
ments were almaxt one, 

Hy fa ther ,  a Texas Ranger of the 1870s, used a 
d i f fe rent  technique, holding the p i s t o l  about the center 
of h i s  body and firing with both eyes open. - 

It a lso  seems I remember some one saying that the 
510ux put a thumb en@ forefinger on the &rLrg, above and 
below the arrow, Luther Standing Bear m i t e s  as though 
the  fingers were on the s t r ing.  

O f  course, from the 2600s t o  S i t t ing  Bullts day, 
was a time i n  which Indians and white men Learned much 
from each other and it may be tha t  l a t e r  Indians had 
acquired the English archerts  method of pulling on the 
s t r ing,  though perhaps not w i t h  the three f ingers  used 
by the archer. 

M r .  Stanley Vestal, 
Noman, Oklahoma 


