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IN this work will be found, presented in popular form, a large amount of valu-
able information respecting the original native races within our borders. It forms
a most useful contribution to our knowledge of Indian history and character, and
it is safe to say that it will be of permanent value to the student of American
history.

The arts and industries, the religion and mythology, the legends and traditions,
the manners and customs, the history, present condition and future prospects,—in
short, whatever is peculiar or interesting respecting the original inhabitants of this
continent, finds a place here. In the chapters devoted to their origin, and to the
grouping of the various tribes and clans into the great stocks or families to which
they belong, the latest results of scientific investigation have been incorporated.
This is also the case with the chapters relative to Indian antiquities, the mounds
and mound-builders, a subject not yet exhausted.

The work contains a historical summary, which includes all the more important
passages in Indian history, including recent hostilities with the Sioux and other
tribes inhabiting the Western plains.
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