
f i r e d  the  first shot ,  was immediately shot  down by p r i v a t e  o f  pol ice  "Lone Manw, 

and the f i g h t  then became general  - i n  f a c t ,  a Land-to-hand c o n f l i c t  - forth-three 

policemen and volunteers agains t  about one hundred and f i f t y  crazed Ghost Dancers. 
+ 

The f i ~ h t  l a s t .  d about ha l f  an hour, but a l l  the  casua l t i e s ,  except t h a t  of 

Specia l  Policeman John Apst rong,  occurred i n  the  first few minutes. The po l i ce  

soon d r ive  the  Indians from around the  adjacent  buildings,  and then charged and i . 
drove them i n t o  the  adjoining woods, about f o r t y  rods d i s t a n t ,  and it  wus in  

t h i s  charge t h a t  John Armstrong was k i l l e d  by an Indian secreted i n  a clump of 

brush. During the f i g h t  women at tacked the  pol ice  with knives and clubs,  but i n  

every instance they simply disarmed thorn and placed them under guard i n  the  housea 

near by u n t i l  the troops ar r ived,  k f t e r  which they mere given t h e i r  freedom. Ead 

the  women and children been brought i n t o  t h e  Agency the re  iYould have been no 

stampede of the  Grand River people; but  the  men, r e a l i z i n g  the  enormity of  the 

offense they hod committed by a t taching the  pol ice ,  a s  soon as t h e i r  famil ies  Hoined 
? 

them, f l e d  up ~ r a n d / ~ i v e r ,  and then turned south t o  the bloriah and Cheyenne Rivers. 

The condbct of the  Indian po l i ce  upon t h a t  occasion cannot be too highly 
I 

commended. 

The follovring is an e x t r a c t  of the o f c i c i a l  repor t  of E o  G. Fechet, Captain 

8 t h  Cavcilry, who commanded the detachment of troops sen t  t o  Grand River: - 
nX cannot too s t rongly  cammend the splendid courage and a b i l i t y  which char- 

ac te r i zed  the  conduct of  the  Indian po l i ce  commanded by E u l l  Head and Shave H e ~ d  

throu8hout the enoonnter. The attempt t o  a r r e s t  S i t t i n g  Bull was 

as to  place the  respons ib i l i ty  f o r  the f i g h t  t h a t  ensued upon S i t t i n g  Bull's band, 
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which began the  f i r ing .  Red Tomahawk assumed command of the  po l i ce  a f t e r  both Bull  
\ 

Head and Shave Head had been wounded, and it  was he who, under circumstanoes 

requir ing personal courgge t o  the  highest  degree, a s s i s t e d  Eawk Man $0 escape 

with a message t o  the troops. After the f i g h t ,  no demoralization seemed t o  

ex is t  amow them, and they were ready and willing t o  cooperate with the tvoops to 

any extent desired." 


