
bloodshed a t  t h a t  time; but the question arose a s  t o  whether I had au thor i ty  

t o  make the a r r e s t  o r  not ,  being subjcct  t o  the mi l i t a ry ,  t o  s e t t l e  whioh I 

telegraphed t o  the Commissioner of  Indian Affa i r s  on December 4th,  and on 5 th  
4 

received a reply  which di rected me t o  make no / a r r e s t s  whatever, except under 

orders of the mi l i t a ry ,  o r  upon an order from the Secretary of the In t e r i o r ,  

My reason f o r  des i r ing t o  make the a r r e s t  on December 6th,  was t ha t  i t  could 

be done than with the  g rea te r  assurance of success, and without alarming the Ipdians 

t o  any grea t  extent ,  aa the  major por t ion of than would have been i n  f o r  ra t ions  

a t  the Apency, f o r t y  miles d i s t an t  from where the  a r . e s t  would have been made, and 

f I a l so  foresaw, from the  movements of  the mi l i t a ry ,  t h a t  the order f o r  h i s  a r r e s t  

would soon be issued, and t h a t  another r a t i on  day (two weeks more) would have 

t o  elapse before i t  could be so ea s i l y  accomplished, 

On December 12th the  following telegram wus ruceived by the  Post  Commander 

of Fort Yates, who furnished me with a copy: - 
"Headquarters, Department of Dakota, 

nSt, Paul, Minn,, DecernberEth, 1890, 

"To Commanding Officer ,  Fort  Yates, North Dakota: - 
wThe Division Commander has d i rected t h a t  you make it your especia l  duty 

t o  secure the  person of S i t t i n g  hu l l .  Cal l  on Indlian dgent t o  cooperate and render, 

such ass i s tance  a s  w i l l  bes t  promote the purpose i n  view. Acknowledge receipt ,  and 

i F not pe r fec t ly  c lea r ,  repor t  back, 

"By command of General Ruger. 

(Signed ) M. Barber, 
wA8sistant Adjutant General." 

Upon rece ip t  of the  foregoing telegram, the Post  Comrmander sent  f o r  me, and 

held a consultat ion as t o  the  beat  means t o  e f f ec t  the desired a r r ee t ,  It was 

contrary t o  my judgment t o  attempt the a r r e s t  a t  any time other  than upon one of 

the  bi-weekly ra t ion  days, when there  would be bua a few Indians i n  S i t t i n g  Bullta 


