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of the  Wessiah Crazen and the  texn?er of the Indians of the  reservation,  

A s  s t a t e d  i n  my l e t t e r  t o  you, dated November 25th l a s t ,  the  Messiah doct r ine  

had taken a f i rm hold ppon S i t t i n g  Bul l  and h i s  followers, and t h a t  fac t ion,  

s t rove  i n  every way t o  engraf t  i t  i n  the o the r  set t lements;  but  by c lose  watching 

and a c t i v i t y  OL' t he  p o l i c e  we prevented i t  from g e t t i n g  a s t a r t  i n  any of the  

set t lements outs ide  of  the  upper Grand River, which d i s t r i c t s  were l a r g e l y  com- 

posed of S i t t i n g  B u l l t s  o ld  followers, over whom he always exerted a baneful influence,  

and i n  t h i s  craze they f e l l  easy vict ims t o  h i s  subt le ty ,  and believed bl indly  i n  

the  absurd i t i e s  he preached of the Indian millennium. He pomised them the  

re tu rn  of t h e i r  dead ancestors and res to ra t ion  of t h e i r  o ld  Indian l i f e ,  together 

with the removal of' the  whits race; t h a t  the  white mants gunpowder could not  throw 

a b u l l e t  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  force  i n  fu tu re  t o  i n j u r e  t rue  bel ievers ;  and even i f  

Indians should be k i l l e d  while boeying t h i s  c a l l  o f  the  Messiah, they '~ould only 

be the sooner united with t h e i r  dead r e a l t i v e s ,  who were now a l l  upon the  ear th  

(having returned from the  clouds),  as the  l i v i n g  ana dead would be reunited i n  the  

f l e s h  next spring. You w i l l  r ead i ly  understand what a dangerous doct r ine  t h i s  

was t o  g e t  hold of a supers t i t ious  and s m i - c i v i l i z e d  people, and how the  more 

cunning nmedicine menn could impose upon the  c redu l i ty  of the  average uncivi l ized 

Indian. 

This was the s t a t u s  of the Messiah craze here on November 16th,  when I made 

a t r i p  t o  S i t t i n g  B u l l t s  camp, which i s  f o r t y  miles south-weet of Agency, t o  t r y  

and g e t  S i t t i n g  Bul l  t o  see  the  e v i l s  t h a t  a continuation of the  Ghost dance 

would lead to ,  and the  misery t h a t  it would br ing t o  h i s  people. I remained 

0Var:night i n  the  set t lement,  and v i s i t e d  him e a r l y  next morning before they 

comnenced the  dance, and had a long and applrent ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t a l k  with him, 

and made some impression upon a number o f  h i s  followers who were l i s t e r n e r a ,  

but  I f a i l e d  i n  g e t t i n g  him t o  came i n t o  t h e  Agency', where I hoped t o  convince I b  
him by long argument. 


