McLaughlin -S.B. Death

of the "Messiah Craze" and the temper of the Indians of the reservation.

As stated in my letter to you, dated November 25th last, the Messiah doctirine
had taken a firm hold wpon Sitting Bull and his followers, and that faction.
strove in every way to engraft it in the other settlements; but by close watching
and activity oi the police we prevented it from getting a start in any of tihe
settlements outside of the upper Grand River, which districts were largely com=-
posed of Sitting Bull's old followers, over whom he always exerted & baneful influence,
and in this craze they fell easy victims to his subtlety, and believed blindly in
the absurdities he preached of the Indian millennium. He promised them fhe
return of their dead ancestors and restoration of their old Indian life, together
with the removal of the white race; that the white man's gunpowder could not throw
a bullet with sufficient force in future to injure true believers; and even if
Indians should be killed while boeying this call of the Messiah, they would ohly
be the sooner united with their dead realtives, who were now all upon the earth
(baving returned from the clouds), as the living and dead would be reunited in the
flesh next spring. You will readily understgnd what a dangerous doctrine this
was to get hold of a superstitious and semi-civilized people, and how the more
cunning "medicine men" could impose upon the credulity of the average uncivilized
Indian.

This was the status of the Messiah craze here on November 1l6th, when I made
a trip to Sitting Bull's camp, which is forty miles south-west of Agency, t§ try
and get Sitting Bull to see the evils that a continuation of the Ghost dance
would lead to, and the misery that it would bring to his people. I remained
over.night in the settlement, and visited him early next morning before they
commenced the dance, and had a loné and applrently‘ satisfactory talk with him,
and made some impression upon a number of his followers who were listermers,

but I failed in getting him to come into the Agency, where I hoped to convince & )

him by long argument.
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