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The following graphic and r e l i a b l e  acoount of tho death of S i t t i n g  Bul l  and 

of the  circumstnnces attendint,  i t  w i l l  be read with i n t e r e s t  by many reeders. 

It was wri t ten  by Major James McLaughlin, who f o r  many years has occupied the pos t  

of Indian Agent a t  Standing Mck, Dakota, and was sen t  t o  us by my request.  

agent McLaughlin is a good example of what an  Indian Agent should be - experienced, 

f a i t h f u l  and courageous. The repor t  which he has so kindly sen t  us i s  worthy of 

especia l  a t t e n t i o n  a t  t h i s  time. It proves t h a t  while there  a r e  bud Indians 

there  a f e  a l s o  good ones. The unostentat ious oourage and f i d e l i t y  of the  Indian 

po l i ce ,  who did not h e s i t a t e  t o  s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  tho service  of a 

Government not  of t h e i r  own race,  is worthy of remembrance. 

Herbert Xelsh, 

Cor. Secty. I.R.A. 

. United S t a t e s  Indian Service, 

Standing Hock Agency, North Dakota, Jan. 12th,  1891. 

My Dear M r .  IYelsh: - Your l e t t e r  of  the  16th ultimo was duly received, and 

should have been answered e a r l i e r ,  but  I have not had a moment t o  spare since its 

receipt .  

The newspaper repor t s  regbrding the  a r r e s t  and death of S i t t i n g  Bul l  have 

near ly  a l l  been r id icu lous ly  absurd, and the following is  a statement of the fac ts :  - 
I was advised by a telegrarn from the  Indian Office, dated Nov. 14th,  1890, 

t h a t  the  president  had di rcc ted  the  Secretary of War t o  assume a m i l i t a r y  respona 

s i b i l i t y  f o r  the suppression of any threatened outbreak among the  Sioux Indians, 

and on 3ecember 1st. 1890, another te legren ins t ruc ted  me t h a t  a s  t o  a l l cpera t ions  

intended t o  supgress any outbreak by force ,  t o  wcoopernte with and obey the orders  
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of the  m i l i t a r y  officers/conrmanding on the reservr.tion.w This order  made me 
subject  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and t o  whom I regvlar ly  reported the  nature 
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