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i&( Office of Indian Rights Association,

1305 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Jam. 19th, 1891.

The following graphic and reliable account of the death of Sitting Bﬁll and
of the circumstances attending it will be read with interest by many readers.'
It was written by Major James McLaughlin, who for meny years has occupied the post
of Indian Agent at Sianding Rdck, Dakota, and was sent to us by my request.
Agent McLaughlin is a good example of what an Indian Ageﬁt should be ~ experienced,
faithful and courageous. The report which he has so kindly sent us is worthy of
especial attention at this time. It proves that while there are bad Indians
there afe also good ones. The unostentatious oourage and fidelity of the Indian
police, who did not hesitate to sacrifice theif lives in the service of a
Government not of their own race, is worthy of remembrance.

Herbert \Welsh,

Cor. Sec'y. I.R.A.

United States Indian Service,
S¢anding Rock Agency, North Dgkota, Jan. 12th, 1891.

My Dear Mr. Welsh: - Your letter of the 16th ultimo was duly received, and
should have been answered earlier, but I have not had a moment to spare since its
receipt.

The newspaper reports regurding the arrest and death of Sitting Bull have
nearly all been ridiculously absurd, and the following is a statement of the facts: -«

I was advised by a telegram from the Indian Office, dated Nov. l4th, 1890,
that the President had dirccted the Sgeretary of War to assume akmilitary respons
sibility for the suppression of any threatened outbreak among the Sioux Indians,
and on December lst, 1830, another telegram instructed me that as to all gerations
intended to suppress any outbreak by force, to "cooperate with and obey the orders
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of the military officers/commanding on the reserve.tion.” This order made me

subject to the military authorities, and to whom I rqgglarly reported the nature
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