of=

esospe, being shot through hie ocoat snd gloves while engaged 1n3 |
the attempt, |

This wae the first soout met by the command, Ny orders were
also expliocit as to the arrest of Sitting Bull dut contemplated no
pursuit o8 his band. Thersfore 4148 not feel authorised to follow
the Indians up the valley, espeocially ss I felt satimfied from the
report of ﬁieutonant Crowder that i1t would only result in unneces-
# aarilyiirighﬂﬁmgjpaacafﬁl Indians away from their homes and that
the withdrawi 62 tha treops, together with the messages I come
* municated to the Indisns to the effeot that thc capture of Sitting
‘.3u11 only was desired, would tend to reaseure those who were loyal-
ly d4isposed towerds their Agent.

Accordingly I gave orders for'the command to vwithdraw to Osk
Creek, of which the Commanding Officer of Fort Yatee was informed
by ocourier, with the regquest that he ocommunicate his further orders

to me st that point. - Previous to leaving word was sent up and aown‘

the valloy'to the friendly Indians of this movement, in order that
they might avail themselves of the proteotion of the troopa in
their withdrawl to the Agenoy, which they did &R oconsideradle
numbers. All the dead Indian Iolice together with their wounded
and the body of 3itting Bull were brought in by me.

Updn reaching Oak Creek at 6:00 p. m., I was met by s cour=
fer who informed me that the Commanding Officer of Fort Yates with
two ocompanies of Infantry snd ten days surplies, would reach Osk
Creek some time in the night. Upon their arrival at 12:00 o'clook,
I turned over the command. _

‘I cannot t00 strongly commend the splendid courage and ability
: which characterized the conduet of the Indian Poliees, oommanded
by Bull Heed and Shave Head throughout this encounter,.

The attempt to arrest Sitting Bull was 80 managed as to plaoce
the responeibility for the fight thet ensued upon Sitting. Bull's
bend which began the firing.



