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" December 16 90 
Won. T.J,Morgnn, I 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Vashington, D. C . 

, 

S i r :  
I n  acc ordunce wi th  my telegram of yes terday  informing you of a 

f i g h t  w i t h  the  Indians of t h i s  r e s e r w t i o n ,  I novi hnve the ho~ior ## 
t o  make t h e  following de ta i l ed  ##$# statement. ?!y a c t i o n  i n  the 
matter had been governed by Department i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

The t roops  l e f t  F o r t  Yates a t  12 PI4 on the  n i g h t  of Sunday the 
\14th i n s t  f o r  Grand River, with Louis Prirnaau as Guide - eto 

A t  Day Break on ?:40ndt;r morning the 15th the  P o l i c e  went t o  
S i t t i n g  Bu l l ' s  camp d i r e c t  t o  h i s  house and surroundod the  houae; 
a d e t a i l  was s e n t  i n t o  t he  hou~te whero S i t t i n g  Bull  was s leeping  on 
the flooz*, e t c  They aroused him and. q??~ounc?od t h e i r  purpose, r i t  the 
same time r a i s i n g  him t o  a s i t t i n g  pos i t i on ,  and he a t  f i r s t  seemed 
inc l ined  t o  o f f e r  no resistance and they allolved him t o  d res s ,  during 
which time he changed h i s  mind and they taok him f o r c i b l y  from tho 
house, By t h i s  time the Pol i ce  were surrounded by S i t t i n g  Bul l s  
fol lowers,  members of tho Ghont Dance, and the f i r s t  shot  WELQ f i r e d  
by " C ~ t c h  the Bearw one of the h o s t i l e s ,  arid t ho  Lieutenant of 
Po l i ce ,  Hcnry Tatankapah ( ~ u l l  ~ e u d )  who was i n  conmnnd oP the  

h". ' detatchrnmt of 42 men was struck;  the f i g h t i n g  then becnne general ,  
h i n  f ac t  it WNS a hand to hand f i g h t .  S i t t i n g  n u l l  avas k i l l e d ,  shot  

through the body m d  ]head i n  t h e  early p a r t  of the  f i g h t  by Bull  TIead 
and Marcellus Chankpidutah ( ~ e d  ~omahawk) who each shot  a t  him. Four 
Policsmon were k~lJ$$wgyt,x&,ht and three woundcd, ono of the l a t t e r  
dying a t  t h 6 z e n c y  Hospital  t h i s  morning of ter h i s  removal thorn. 

( ~ o t e  by I'l,loh- This wtis ~ h a v e ( d )  liend) 
Bull  Head, the Lieutenant of Po l i ce ,  i s  dangerously isounded b u t  
may recover. (Note by %lch - 110 died on the *h 
The h o s t i l e  Indians l o s t  8 k i l l e d  and several woun were driven 
from the  f i e l d  by the  pol ice ;  they f l e d  up Grand River, leaving t h e i r  
wives and f a m i l i e s  R: a l l  t h e i r  p rope r ty  and dead behind thtm. Two 

V t r o o p s  of the U.E.C~vslry (100 men) s r r i v c d  on the ground immediately 
after the f i g h t  rvhich ht~d occupied less than h ~ l f  an  hour and took 
possession of t h e  canp, its i nhab i tnn t s ,  p roper ty  and dead. The 

, m i l i t a r y  i,id no$ pursue t h e  tho f l e e i n g  h o s t i l e s  and the l a t t e r  w i l l  
no doubt fall i n t o  tho hmds of some one of the c o m n d s  moving at 
the dii ' ferent poin ts  w e s t  or south o f  the r e s e r w t i o n .  

The Police roturnsd M. todav accompmied by the  ------ 
"%., n c *-L" w.# 
o t h e  r em~ins  of the fou r  dead 

/ L  
Cam1 r y  detntchment having 
policemen, and S i t t i n g  Bull a l s o  two p r i sone r s ,  Henry Grovrler 
Sitting Bul ls  nephew 2 1  years old ,  and "FIiddlal' son of L i t t l e  

IfAssinaboina, 21 years old. 
I1he dead policemen w i l l  he b r i o d  tonorrow a t  t h e  Agency w i t h - - -  f 7 

m i l i t a r y  honors. S i t t i n g  Bul l ' s  rentiins  re i n  possession of t he  
M i l i t s r y  a t  F o r t  Y ~ t o s .  

* * * * * Besides t h e  Indian  po l i ce  thero were  four  
volunteers, v iz :  " G - r t y  E R ~  le", "Spotted Thunder" "Otter  Robe" rind 

-_ _ -U~*.IU *. - -. "Young Eaglet1 whp p ~ r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the f i g h t  rondo ring good se rv ice  and 
&ber+ing l i k e  r e ~ o & n i t i ~ r ~ .  GPRJ~ Eagle * * is one of tho ,Todges of 
the  Court of Indian Offonsss and h i s  two s i s t e r s  are S i t t i n g  


