
would cease but i f  found to be as professed by the Indiana they be permitted t o  

continue their  medicine practices and organize as they are now ende voring to  do. 4 
I told him that . h i s  proposition was a novel one but that the attempt to  carry 

i t  into effect  would be similar to the attempt to catch up the Wind that blew 

l a s t  year but that I wished h i m  to come to rqy house where I could give him a whole 

night o r  da~t and night i n  which I thought I could convince h i m  of i h  absurdity of 

t h i s  foolish craze and the fac t  of h i s  making me the proposition he did waa a con- 

vincing proof that he bid not f u l l y  believe tn what he was professing and endeavoring 

Bo hard to make otherr beldive. He did not however promise fioS1y to  come i n  to the 

Agency to discuss the matter but said he wonld conaider my t a lk  and decide a f t e r  

deliberation. 

I consumed three days i n  making t h i s  t r i p  an& fed1 well repaid by what I 

accanpliehed, as my presence i n  their  midst encouraged the weaker and doubting, and 

set  those who are beleivers t o  thfnking of the advisability of continuing the non, 

sensical practices they are now engaged in. 

I also found that the active members i n  the dana were not more than half of 

the number of the e a r l i e r  dancers and beleive that i t  i s  losing ground among the 

Indiane and while there are many who are half beleivers I am fu l ly  sat isf ied that I 

can keep the dance confined to the Grand r iver  d is t r ic t .  

Desiring to use every reasonable means to bring Sitt ing Bull and his followers 

to abandon th is  dance and t o  look upon i t s  practice a s  detrfmental to their  individusl 

in teres t  and wellfare of their  children I made the trip herein reported to ascertain . 

the extent of the dissagection and the best means of effecting i t s  discontirmance. 

From close observation I am convinced that the dance can be broken up and a f t e r  dus 

ref lect ion would respectfully suggest that i n  case g v i s i t  to Si t t ing Bull f a i l s  to 

bring him i n  to  see me i n  regards to the matter as  invited to do, a l l  Indians l iving 

upon Orand River be notified that thosewishing to  be known as  opposed to the Ghost 

Doc t r ine ,  friendly to the Government 


