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Standing Hock 
Oct 17th  1890 

lion T, J, Morgan 
Commissioner of indian a f f a i r s  
Washington D. C, 

Sir :  

Referring to the  subject  of 'off ice l e t t e r  *Lw dated June 7 t h  l a s t  and my reply 
of the  18 th  of sans month r e l a t i v e  t o  rumors of a pmspecxive out-break among thq (, 
Sioux I have the honor t o  s t a t e  t h a t  the re  i s  c a s i d e r a b l e  excitement and some I 

disa f fec t ion  ex i s t ing  a;.ong c e r t a i h  Indians of t h i s  Agency a t  the present  tim.e, 

I t r u s t  t h a t  I may not be considered an a larmis t  and t h a t  my p a s t  
record among the Sioux w i l l  remove any doubt i n  t h i s  do not  wish to  
be understood a s  considering the  present  s t a t e  of excitement so alarming a s  to 
apprehend any i m e  d i a t e  upr is ing o r  ser ious  out come but I do f e e l  i t  my duty t o  
repor t  the present4CrazeW and nature of the excitement exia t ing among the  w S i t t i n g  
Bullw fac t ion  o f Indians over the expetctedwIndian Wll,emiumt' tho ann ih i l a t ion  of the  
\'?hit6 Man and supremacy of the  Indian, which is looked f o r  i n  the near fu tu re  and 
promistd by the  Indian "Medicine Menw a s  not l a t e r  than next spring when the new 
grass  begins t o  appear, and i s  known among the  Sioux a s  the  "return of the Ghostsw 

They a r e  promised by some members of  the  Sioux t r i b e ,  who have l a t e l y  developed 
i n t o  'tMedicine Menv t ha t  the  g rea t  s p i r i t  has promised them t h a t  t h e i r  punishment 
by t h e  dominant Race has been s u f f i c i e n t  and t h a t  t h e i r  members having become so  
decimated w i l l  be  reinforced by g l l  ~ n d i a n s  who a r e  dead: t h a t  the dead o r e  ' a l l  
re turning t o  re inhab i t  t h i s  ea r th  which b r l o a  s t o  the  Indians; t M t  they ar6  dr iv ing 
back with then a s  they re tu rn  i w e n s e  herds of buf ia lo  and elegant  wild horses 
t o  have f o r  the  catching; t h a u  the  Great S p i r i t  promises them t h a t  the  Wh'ite Man 
w i l l  be unable t o  make gun powder i n  fu tu re  and a l l  attempt6 a t  such w i l l  b e - a  
f a i l u r e  and t h a t  t h e  Gun powder now on hand w i l l  be useless,  a s  agbinst  Indians, as 
it w i l l  not  throw a b u l l e t  with s u f f i c i e n t  force  t o  pass through the  sk in  of an 
Indian; That the Great S p i r i t  has deaerted the  Indians f o r  a long period t h a t  he is  
now n i t h  them and agains t  the  whites, and w i l l  cove3 the  e a r t h  over with Thir ty  
f e e t  of addi t ional  s o i l ,  well sodded and timbered under which t h e  Whites w i l l  a l l  be 
smothered, and any Vhites who may escape this grea t  phenamend w i l l  become small f i s h e s  
i n  the Rivers o f  the Country, but i n  order to  bring about t h i s  happy r e s u l t ,  the  
Indian must do t h e i r  p a r t  and become bele ivers  -- and thoroughly organize). 

It would seem impossible f o r  any persona, no matter how ignorant ,  could be brought 
t o  belQive - such a b s u r d  nonsense but  a s  a mat ter  of f a c t  a g rea t  number of Indians 
of t h i s  Agency a c t u a l l y  beleive i t  and s ince  t h i s  new doctr ine  h s  been engrafted 
here from the  more Southern Sioux Agenciev the  in fec t ion  has been wonderful, and 
so pernicious t h a t  i t  now includes some of the Lndians who were formerly'nunbered 
with the  progressive and more i n t i l i ~ n t  and memy of our very bes t  indians appear 
dazed and undecided when ta lk ing of i t ,  t h e i r  anherent superyti t ibr6uhaving been 
thoroughly aroused. 

p" S i t t i n g  Bull is  high p r i e s t  and aporjtle of t h i s  l a t e s t  Indian absurdity i n  a 
word he i s  Chief Mischief Maker a t  t h i s  Agency and i f  he were not here t h i s  craze so  
general  among the Sioux would never have gotten a f o o t  hold a t  t h i s  Agency, "Sit t in&: 
Bulln is a man of lo* cuining, devoid of a e ingle  manly principiie i n  h i s  nature o r  
an honorable t r a i t  of character ,  but on the  con r5ry i s  copable of n s t i  
i n c i t i n g  o the rs  (Those who bele lve  -. . in h i s  powersf ~o do any amount o i  rnisgf%?! 


