
There is ,  it seems t o  me, plenty of evidence of attempts t o  blmken 
Cannon's character, even before it was known i n  New Bdexlcso t h a t  he was Bead, 
ror  Carson sent I 2 - i ~  News an a f f idav i t  t o  the effectlt  hat he did not a r r e s t  
Sqyims and was a l i a r  If he sald he did. After h i s  death the News publishes 
wide reports  of Cannon's habits--haw he drank and gambled, and so on. 

I ' U  l i ke  t o  know more of Canno? an3 why everyone l e  so eager t o  p. ove 
t h a t  he didn ' t  a r r e s t  Squires, and I d par t icular ly  l i k e  t o  know i f  he com- 
mitted suici&e, &led of drink, or was mur&ered. Probably 1'11 never f ind  out. 
When I m a l l y  get  s t a r t ed  on the  a f f a i r  I ' l l  e i the r  write 4x1 New Mexico or 
go there  and see what I can dig out. 

This ls t t e r  I s  almost a book i n  i t s e l f ,  and there i s  no need for you t o  
anawer it. But I thought it might in t e res t  you t o  know some of the goings-on 
a f t e r  Sand Creek. This ie by no means the end of them; tha t  a f f a i r  had rami- 
f i c a t i  ona f a r  years, The year a f t e r  the b a t t l e  the ed i tor  of t h e  Central 
Gity Re i s t e r ,  going East, took occasion t o  blacken the character of Bob Bent 
an l  t o  f ry t o  cmneet h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  with Sand Creek. And the persunal hatred 
between various men i n  the Amy b r ~ g h t  out by the investigation a m  almost 
incredible--which i e  the reason it i e  so hard t o  believe much of the testimony 
A s  l a t e  ae 1905 Col. Boone'a grandson was trying t o  Q& co l l ec t  damages from 
the  Government f o r  stock taken by the so ld iers  on t h e i r  way t o  Sand Creek: 

I should thank you for wading through a l l  this. The subject is so 
tascinating t o  me t h a t  I can ' t  atop once I s t a r t  wriUng about it. 

Sincerely yours, 


