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There 1a, 1t seems to me, plenty of evidence of attempts to blacken
Cannon's character, even before 1t was known in New Mexleo that he was dead,
tor Carson sent the News an affidavit to the effect|t hat he 4id not arrest
Squires and was a liar if he said he 4id. After hils death the News publishes
wide reports of Cannon's habits--how he drank and gambled, and 80 On.

I'd like to know more of Cannon and why everyone ls 80 eager to @ ove
that he didn't arrest Squires, and I'd particularly like to know if he com-
mitted suicide, dled of drink, or was murdered., Probably I'll never find out.
When I really get started on the affair I'll either write to New Mexico or
go there and see what I can dig out. :

This letter 1s almost a book in itself, and there 1s no need for you to
answer it. But I thought i1t might interest you to know some of the golngs-on
after Sand Creek. This 1s by no means the end of them; that affalr had raml-
fications far years, The year after the battle the edltor of the Central
City Reiister, going East, took occasion to blacken the character of Bob Bent
and to try to connect his activities with Sand Creek. And the personal hatred
between various men in the Army braught out by the investigation are almost
ineredible--which 18 the reason it ig so hard to believe much of the testimony
As late as 1905 (Col, Boone's grandson was trying to =k collect damages from
the Government for stock taken by the soldlers on thelr way to Sand Creeki

I should thank you for wading through all this. The subject 1s so
fascinating to me that I can't stop once I start writl ng about 1t.

Sincerely yours,



