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2- bs2denda on Fo r t  Phi l  Bugler Story 

verac i t  has been questioned by b t b r  wri tera  a8 wel l  ar be Lnd.  i t ' s  l i k e l y  t h a t  iiC &elden stoBeY from k l c h .  

h p y ,  (i >lajpr Gordon i a  the  author i ty  o i t ed  in Mth a~counts .  'tkho war hePv 

He was undoubtedly WJ. h v i d  g tuar t  Gordon, who died January 28,1930 a t  ths  age of 
97. Obituary not ioss  printed a c t h e  time ( in my coll6otion of  olipginga) a t r t e  %hat 
*in the m l i d f  of For t  P h i 1  gaarney he marched h i s  m n  hundred# of m i l e a  i n  the dead oP 

1 winter w i t h  temperature. 10 t o  20 degnea b e l a  sera , a t t a in ing  h i s  gorl  without tb la I 
of a man, although every horse i n  the o u t f i t  was lasccrifiasd". 

This evidently re fe rs  t o  the a r r i v a l  of Lt* GI,&.-. 01s o g  $he 18th. Infantry 
with&two oompniea of cavalry an6 two oompanier of infantry  a t  Phi l  etimsy roon a f t e r  
8.n ear" k y ,  1867. ( h e  Carrington *db-8a-w-Ka* - Sixth ed i t ion  bf Mrs. Car rlagton' r 
Xarrative, 1890, pe 226) . Gordon was evidsnt ly  the captain o f  one of tkeekle oavalxy 
oonpaniea sinoe ~ e i t m a n ' s  4Historical  %g i s t e r  and Iliationary of the  United Sta tea  &nay# 
rtcites he waa a oaptain i n  the  Second oavalry from April  25, 1863 t p  Junf* 25,1877 when 
he w t t ~  promoted t o  rnajor. snd we know that  some of &e haond  oavalry troape were a t  
Ph i l  Kaarney a t  t ha t  time 

b i t $ a n  gives Bldenga reoord a8_fol lcrs :  Musician. Wrst 'ebmska infantry. June 1: 
1861 t o  %arch 21,113631 rercgoant F i r s t  ebmrka Veteran Cavalry, Novembe r 3 ,1~63~  fieoond 
l i e  uf enant, SUm 7,186L; honorably' mustered out, July 1,3866. ss oond lieu-tenant , 8eoond 
Cavalry, June 10, 18671 f i r s t  lieutencsnt, Movember 3,1868~ oashiered Hovember 4 , l r  

h l o h  s t a t e s  ( i n  Morthrop NIndlan U'laraaorerr:, p. 316) t h a t  he uas adjutant  of fLu 
his  reginzent, the F i r s t  Hebrash Volunteer cavalry r a t  Fort Cottonwood i n  1865. Northrop 
p. 416 refera  to h i a  81s Capt. 1.B.Baloh of the  S~orlnd oavalry i n  the Siovx war of 18n 
but he i s  not  l i s t e d  in b i tman .  

Cbvioualy bldm rnd Balch were brother affierprr in two regiments r Fi r& h b r a s k a  
aavalry ( volun%atarsj and Seoond cavalry ( mg.alarc) and a6 liout@nanta i n  the l a t t e r  
were a t  For t  Ph i l  x~ i&mey i n  1867, where both heard the  s tory  sf the  bugler frm &jor 
( then captain) Gordon. 


