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Satanta(properly Set-t'ain'-te, 'White Bsar'). 4 noted Xiowa chief, born about
1830; died by sugcide in prison, Cet, 11, 1878, For about 15 years before his death
he was recognized as second chief in his tribe, the first rank being accorded to his
senior, Setangya, or Satank, and later to Lone Wolf, although probably neisgher of
these equaled him in force and ability. +is elogquence in council gained for him
the title of "Orator of the Plains,” while his manly boldness and directness and his
keen humor made him a favorite with army officers amd commission=rs in spite of his
known hostility to the white man's laws and civilimation. ie was one of the signers
of the Mediein. Lodge treaty of 1867, by whieh his tribe agreed to go on a reservation,
his being the second Kiowa name a ttached tothe document. . Th: tribe, however, delayed
coming in until compelled by Custer, who seized Satanta and lone Wolffl as hostages for
the fulfilment of the conditions, For beastfully avowing his part in a muwrderous raid
into Texas in 1871, he, with Setangya and Big Irec, was arredbed and held for trial
in Texas, 3Setangya was killed whilsz resisting the guard. The other two were tried
and senténced to life imprisonment in the Texas State penitentiary. Twc years later
they were reluased, conditional upon the good behavior of their people, but in the
fall of 1874, the Kiowa having again gon: on the warpath, Satanta was rearrested and
taken back to the penitentiary where he finally committed suicide b~ throwing him-
self from an upper story of the hosnital.

In anpearance S&tanta was a typical Plains warrior, of fine physique, ersct
bezarinz, and piercinz glance. Cne who saw him in prisom in 1873 describ:=s him as
"a tall, fin:l-s fermed man, orinczly in carriage, on whom even the prison garb
secmed elegant,” and meeting nis visitor "with as much dignity and grace as though
hz were a mcnarch receiving a foreigh ambassador.” IHis memory is cherished by the
“lowa as that of cno of thelr greatest men. 3See Mooney, Claendar History of the
Xgowa Inzds., 17th Rep. B.a.3., 1898.




