
from coyotes or  other prowling beasts. No women were allowed t o  follow, and no 

Apache ever rev i s i t ed  the  spot. Female r e l a t i v e s  kept up t h e i r  lamentations f o r  

a month, u t t e r i ng  loud wails  a t  slmset. The hut i n  which a person died was always 

burned and of ten a camp was removed. Widows used t o  cu t  off  t h e i r  h a i r  and paint  

t h e i r  faces black f o r  a year, during which time the mourner l ived i n  the  family 

of the  husband's brother$ whose wife she became a t  the  expiry of the  mourning. 

They had a number of dances, notably the  "devil  dance,n with clowns, masks, 

headdresses, etc. ,  i n  which the  par t ic ipants  jumped over f i r e ,  and a s p i r i t e d  w a r  

dance, with weapons and shooting i n  time t o  a song. 

When anybody f e l l  s i ck  severa l  f i r e s  were b u i l t  i n  the camp, and while the 

r e s t  l a y  around on the ground with solemn visages, the  young men, t h e i r  faces 

covered with paint, seized firebrands and ran around and through tfie f i r e s  and 

about the  lcdge of the s i ck  person, whooping continually and f lour ishing the 

brands t o  d r ive  away the  e v i l  s p i r i t .  

They had a custom, when a g i r l  ar r ived a t  puberty, of having the  othsr  young 

g i r l s  l i g h t l y  tread on he r  back a s  she l a y  face downward, the  ceremony being 

followed by a dance. 

I n  1872 the Chiricahua were v i s i t ed  by a specia l  commissioner, who concluded 

an  agreement with Cochise, t h e i r  chief ,  t o  cease h o s t i l i t i e s  and t o  use h i s  in- 

fluence with the  other Apacbe t o  t h i s  end. By the  autumn of this year more than 

1000 of the  t r i b e  were s e t t l e d  on the  newly established Chiricahua reservation, 

SE Arizona. Cochise died i n  1874, and was succeeded a s  chief by h i s  son Taza, 

who remained f r i end ly  t o  the Government; but  the  k i l l i n g  of some s e t t l e r s  who had 

sold whisky t o  the  Indians caused an i n t e r t r i b a l  b ro i l ,  which, i n  connection with 

the  proximity of the  Chiricahua t o  the  in te rna t iona l  boundary, resul ted i n  the 

abolishment of the reservation against  t h e i r  w i l l .  Camp Apache agency was estab- 

l i shed i n  1872, and i n  the  year  following 1675 Indians were placed thereunder; 


