
Navaho, a man never spoke t o  h i s  mother-in-law, and treated h i s  wife 's  fa ther  w i t h  

d i s t an t  respect; and h i s  brothers were never familiar with h i s  wife nor he with 

her sisters and brothers. Faithless wives were punished by whipping and cutting 

off a portion of the nose, a f t e r  which they were cas t  off. L i t t l e  g i r l s  were 

often purchased or adopted by men who kept them u n t i l  they were old enough for  them 

t o  mr ry .  Often g i r l s  were married when only ten or eleven years of age. 

Children of both sexes had perfect freedom, were not required t o  obey, and 

never were punished. The men engaged i n  pastimes every day, and boys i n  mock 

combats, hurling stones a t  each other with slings.  Young wives and maidens did 

only l i g h t  work, the heavy tasks being performed by the older women. People met 

and parted without any form of salute.  Kissing was unknown. 

Except mineral vermilion, the colors with which they painted t h e i r  faces and 

dyed grasses fo r  baskets were of vegetal origin -- yellow from beech a d  w i l l o w  

bark, red from the cactus. They would not k i l l  the golden eagle, but would pluck 

i t s  feathers, which they priaed, and for  the hawk and the bear they had a super- 

s t i t i o u s  regard i n  a lesser  degree. They made t i m i n ,  an intoxicating drink, from 

corn, burying it u n t i l  it sprouted, grinding it, and then allowing the mash 

diluted with water t o  ferment. 

The women carried heavy burdens on t h e i r  backs, held by a s t r ap  passed over 

the forehead. Their basket work was impervious t o  water and ornamented with 

designs similar t o  those of the Pima, except that human figures frequently entered 

in to  the decorative motive. Baskets 2* f e e t  i n  length and 18 inches wide a t  the 

mouth were used i n  collecting food, which was frequently brought from a great 

distance. 

When one of the t r i b e  died, men carried the corpse, wrapped i n  the blankets 

of the deceased, with other t r i f l i n g  personal effects,  t o  an obscure place i n  l o w  

ground and there buried it a t  once, pi l ing stones over the grave t o  protect it 


