
from New Mexico three or four generations back. Their camps were located on the 

high lands i n  winter that they might catch the warm rays of the sun, and in summer 

near the water among stunted t rees  tha t  sheltered them from i t s  soorching glare. 

Their bands rmr or clans were m e d  from the nature of the ground about 

t h e i r  chosen te r r i tory .  Both men and women were fond of wearing necklaces and 

ear  pendants of beads. The ha i r  was worn long and flowing, with a turban, t o  

which was attached a f l a p  hanging down behind; they plucked out the hairs  of 

the beard with tweezers of t i n ,  and wore suspended from t h e i r  necks a small round 

mirror which they used in painting t h e i r  faces with s t r ipes  of b r i l l i a n t  colors. 

Strings of pieces of s h e l l  were highly prized. 

Their customary dwelling was a rude brush hut, c i rcular  or oval, with the 

ear th scooped out t o  enlarge i t s  capacity. In  winter they huddled together fo r  

warmth and, i f  the hut was large, b u i l t  a f i r e  i n  the center. %hen they changed 

camp they burned t h e i r  huts, which were always b u i l t  close together. 

They subsisted on berries,  nuts, and the f r u i t  of various t rees ,  mesquite 

beans, and acorns, of which they were part icular ly fond, and they ground the seeds 

of different  grasses on a large f l a t  stone and made a paste with water, drying it 

afterward i n  the sun. They relished the f r u i t  d cac t i  and of the yucca, and made 

mescal from the root of the agave. Fish they would not eat,  nor pork, but an 

unborn calf  and the en t r a i l s  of animals they regarded a s  delicacies, and horse 

and mule f lesh  was considered the best meat. Though se l f i sh  i n  most things, they 

were hospitable with food, which was f ree  t o  anyone who was hungry. They were 

scrupulous i n  keeping accounts and paying debts. 

Like many other Indians they would never speak the i r  own names nor on any 

account speak of a dead member of the t r ibe.  They t i l l e d  the ground a l i t t l e  

with wooden implements, obtaining corn and melon seeds from tb Mexicans. In 

t h e i r  clans a l l  were equal. Bands, according t o  White, were formed of clans, 

and chiefs were chosen f o r  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  and courage, although t h e b  i s  evidence 


